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GewriEmEs,—L propose to day to give you n brief sketch
of the History of Midwifory, becaose I believe that the
ptuiy of the bistory of smy branch of science or art ia
capable of afferding to the diligent stndent many useful
Lssoms, if only he will take the trouble to think for himself.
This is & proctize which toe maoy of us, I fear, in the pre-
mat doy, nre very apt to disvogard. Pativnt, persevering,
oontinaons thonght—stendy npplication of the mind to one
ghject—iz by no means ensy in these times of exsitoment
and of hurey, when the boast of the day is that this is an
gge of progress. Bot the very deslre for progress, if too
angurly onght aller, a apt to become a hindrance and a
ghare, and, by encournging hasty geoeralisation, to the
aoglest of minite sttenbion to detnil, is very liabls to lead
in the long run, not to mdvancement, but to retardation,
This denger iz oma which, 1 think, especially bessts the
etndent of medicine in these days,

I make these preliminery vemarks—which mny seem to
wome of you, perbaps, mthor out of plooe in the introductory
leeture b0 m coursa oo the Theory and Proctice of Mid wifery

tiy bacanze I wish, at the outset of your etudies hers,
toimpreas upon yon the great importance of your nob con-
tenting yourselves with merely listening to what I or m
colleagues in this sobool have to sny, Lot that you uhvulﬁ
pructisg biabits of thoughtfulnees, remembering always that
on are not hoere merely to learn what we have to tench, bub
that it iz quite sz munch your duty, and, I would add, yoor
privilege, lo eduonte yoursclves—ay, even by eriticising
what you sea wad bewr from us,—so that your mind is exer-
eised, nod your reasoning faculties sod imngination stimu-
hied. There is no better eafeguard a{:innt that greateat
of all dappers to the sludent avd prastitioner of medicline—
Eﬂrﬂ] o rontine—then the eorly enltivation of independent

nght.

Another reagon which induces me to make these obhsarva-
tions is, that in these loctores which I have to deliver wa
shall have much to do with thesry ; and hers, more perhaps
than in the practice of cur wet, you will have nmple seope
for tha exercize of thonght. Prastieally, midwd hne
become very much n matter of rula. ‘This only testifies to
ifa degres of perfection ne an art, and it iz the result of
eenfuries of observation by some of the most accomplished,
the aratest, nnd [ wonld wdd the noblest fotallects of poast
tges. 1t wan the fashion onee—it ie so still with o few
whoza vlaim to have an opinfon on the enbject is founded
only mpon the buppiest ipnoraoce of the gueslion—to d
the obatatrician as o man of lower & in the medical
'hiemrr;hy—n. kind of hyhrid, balf mean, balf woman, with
intelleet to mateh, Yeb I wonld venture to affirm, without
& ferr of pontrudiction, that nmong the practitioners of
widwifery in pasi times are to be found the nnmes of men
wio hove done as much for medical ecience as any equal
mnmber of men from the other departments of medicine and

surpery.

I bave zaid that scientific history ia full of instroetion to
the thonghtful student, and the bistory of midwifery cer-
fainly furnishes no exception to thia stntement. Moreover,
it is n enbjeot which, from its wvery imparfection, is pre-
eminently nseful for the purpose which F]:n.ﬂr had in wiew
m the remarks just made; for, in the absence of aoy
written record, mo sooner in the miod eoneentrntsd on the
mbjeet than we nro lost in oovjecturs nnd specalation as
we ask, What wnz the practice of midwifery among the
girliest members of the great human fomily 7 Who were
the attendants? How did they perform their effice? Iam
mire | pesd nokb stay one moment b point oot the interest

of such nn inguiry. Can we find an answer? Now, thers
ia but one bovk which comes to us with any etamp of
authority as s record of the history of the buman race.
You kaow the title of the work to which 1 vefor. Ae mon
of ecienee, however, and as members of the Christinm
family, we know that that boolk is ot intended as o work
of referenee in disputed points of soientific interest, Sowe
there are who seem very fond of using, or, T ought rather
to say, of abuslng ik for this purpose; for their objeck
seeme anerally to boe attained when they have sncceeded,
ag thoy think, in essting discredit upon its statements.
Whils, however, I dieclaim all iden of referring to the Billa
for the solution of any ecientifia problem, we may never-
theless conanlt ita pagea for the record of facte in regard
to o .u}:h} of whoae hiskory it givea many minute details.
Nor shall we seek in valn [or some points of interest bewe-
ing upon the question which we are now considering.
1t ie an interesting, but perhaps in one sense not a very
fitable, inquiry as to what was the practice at the firsb
uwman birth, in regeed to those detalls wbont which wa ara
now ao very cureful. What, for instance, wes the itinm
of the patient? How wos the child separated at its
birth ! What was the mansgement of the placentaf
Anawers to these guestions are none the leea interesting
becnowe they ara whnﬂ% onjeciural ; and, moreover, the
have a beering upon the subsequent bistory of ohstetria
art, as [ a'l:mﬂF presently show. The firet thought thab
atrikes one in the cenaideration of this aubject ia thie, that
the whole process would inevitably be regardsd ns a pure]
hu{.ﬂrn.'l p]:la"-.m:llrlcnuh-, I,ﬂ-d. [’y ﬂuEh of conras ih dEln”. i‘l:ni]i
be left entiraly to nature, Unless any distinet information
was given to the p itora of onr rece as to how they
wers bo woh wonder these circumestances, it iz likely eithers
that they would imitata the exemple of the brutes around
them, o for ma that wae poeeible, or they would remnin
passive spectators of an act in which they did mot fesl
called upon to ioterfere. Im all stvictly natural coses, ag
we now eall them, the lntter conrse would probably be the
one adopted ; even this, however, would reguire ecme slight
interference, unlese we are to imagine that for peveral daya
at lenst after the birth of the child the eotire placenia and
nmbilical cord wis gllowed to remain attached nntil such
time ws it dropped off by the ordinery prooess of sloaghing.
It ennnot be snpposed, however, that in such a matter mam
would be lees careful or have lowar instinets than the hrutes
arcond bim, and if they are anxions, os wa koow they ure,
to dotach their offspring, cur firet parents wonld scarcely
b loss so; on the contrary, ik is reasonable to enppose tat,
in some way or other, they would improve upon what they
muet hove witnessed slmost daily, The division of the
umbilical cord would thus take ranlk ae one of the Gret of
purgleal operations om the human subject ; bot of the exoeh
method sdopted for this division wo koow nothing, nor do
we know whether any steps were taken to prevent hemor-
rhage from the cut end of the cord. Probably, however,
nothing was done, partly becaunse the meothod of divieiom
wonld most likely be euch as to avert bleeding, and partly
because it might nol secur Lo an obaerver that the bheEmor=
rhape in question could be easily arrcsted. Tt i remnark-
ubla, howaver, that even among the most uncivilised tribes
ecautions are takem ageinst this accident. Travellera
ave obeerved and resorded their experience on this poink
among the Hottentobs, who are in the habit always of ap-
plying gome purticalar form of ligature to the wmbilical
cord ; and this praction thoy bave adopted from time im=
meomorinl. Ner are wo left in absolobe ipnorance on this
suhject in the pages of Hely Writ ; for the prophet Ezakiel,
writing mearly G00 yeara before Christ, makes diatinct
allosion to the practice when he saye, in hisz denunciation
of the Jewa, ' And as for thy pativity, in the day then wasb
born dhy noosl was wol euf, nelther wash thoo woeshed in
water to supple thee,”  From this wo may infer thab see-
tion of the wmbilieal eord was the established practics i
that day, though it does nob mppesr that ne yet the ligature
had also been adepted ; indesd, we may suppose the con-
trary, beeauee Plutarch states that the operation of circom-
niminn was delayed nmtil tha sighth day on apoont of tha
weaknasz of the uvmbilical eord—a statement whick evi-
dently refers to the liability to hemoriboge which might
arise from the strugglea of the child during the operationm,
a danger which certainly wonld not be incurred if o ligatura
wire appliad.
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In nrd to the other guestion, an o the positlon of
women during delivery, though wo may well bolieve that
the recumbent postura, whether on the back or on the side,
wonld not only be the easieat but aley the safeat, yet it ia
certain that t.'Ei.u was nob the oustom in early daye, nor is b
even now of noiversal sdoption. Yon remsmber the verse
in the first chapter of the boolk of BExodos, where the King
of Bgypt o to the midwives who were in exile with the
ohildren of I=rael, and said, ** When ye do the office of a
midwife to the Hebrew women, and ses them upon the stools,”
&a., from which it is evident that at that time, which was
nearly seventesn hovdred years befors Christ, the practice
Wi {1 be delivered in the sitbing posture; and in some
parts of Germany, I beliove, evan at the pressnt time, the
eame practice is adopted, at least among the midwives, In
France, too, up to af least tho seventeonth contury, it was
the custom for the midwives to carry about with them to
their patiants’ houses & chair in which delivery was effeoted.
In an old work on midwifery, written in Lakin 'I:?' o
Daventer, of Leyden, who, we may suppose, had, with or
without reason, n pratty good epinton of himeslf, inasmuoch
it hio sbates on the title-page of his book that im it * the
many errors in all the booke hitherto written upon this
sulject ave clenrly refuted”— in this book i3 a choptar on
* the utenzils which the midwife carries with her, oither in
the oonntry or in the elby™; and it opens thos: A Mid-
wife who hives in the City is to be furoisbed with o commo-
dious and well-mads Chair or BEool for the Use of Women
in Labour, in which, as Oocasion requires, the Women may
git or lie down in any Manner, whether it be an epsy or a
diffieult Birth. Tor in o Chair so perforated Women may
much move commadionely bring forth than in an ordinary
Chudr,  Bed, or short Couch j and Midwives may do theie
duty more conveniently.” The chair in question admitted
of the recombent postare by the lowering of the back ; the
geat of the chair bad a large aperture in front, aad over
this the patient was to sit, the idea being that the expalling
foree of the uterns would be dirested in this way to the
opening in the seatl, where it weuld meek with o resistance,
and no upward pressure would be ezerted to counteract it,
as would be the case, it was thought, if the patiemt were
sitking on an ordinary esat® From all this it is evident
Pht, though the reenmbent posture mey occasionally havo
bean used in those days, et the upright or sitbng position
was much more frequently sdopted, In proportion, how-
ever, and only as the obetetrio art hos beeome more parfect,
the sitting posture has baen abandoned and the recumbent
one practised, and in all robability the former wea aniver-
sully adopted in the early ages of tho world's history, I
nead mot stay lo remnrk how strangely oppesed to our
modern notions of propeisty and deliedoy would be the

fice of an acconchenr oarryiog a chale from howso to
pusn for the porposa of delivery, Tmagine the goesip of a
Waet-end servants’-kull ot such a sight as this !

Of the management of the placents by the early obatetrio
practitioners little or nothing is known ; buat it is probabla
thut, if the upright posture wes the one nsuslly ndopted,
difficulties in the way of retained placenta would very rarely
ba met with, except in casea of morbid adhesion ; for, ug-
doulitedly, early and speedy expulsicn of the plocents is
preatly facilitnted by such a poaition, theugh thab which
gives the facility iz alss a cansza of danger,

Wow, na to the persone who ordinarily attended to thia
bransh of practice. [t ia a remarkablo fact, sod one which
no donbt has baen duly chronicled by thoss whe are now so
clnmoroue for the medical education of women, that in all
countries, in all ages, and among all clasees of society,
women have been the ogual obstetein attendants, OF thia
thare are proofs lunnutl!ru.hlu; mnd, l.]:uugh it iy ha diffi-
culk to ﬁl:l.lf nny wheslutely true explanstion of it, yet, un-
donbtedly, the known practice in the earliest ages of the
world, and among a people who were recognizad distinetly
ma the favoured of God, must have exarcized a powarful
influencs in establishing the custom in euccessive ages.
The proofe of this in Holy Beripture are wery mumercns.
Tha earlieat mention of it of which I am aware iz in
Genesiz xxzv, chapter, 17th verse, where Rachsl, the wifa of
Jacob, being on & journey from Bethel to Ephrath, * fra-
vailod, and hnd Burd Isbour, And it came to pass, when

* This work was translatai into Angllsh snd published (s this oountry in
ilwe your 1746, 5o thot the practice in question would s to hove exdebed
in COLLTEY ewin b0 1ol g thal.
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| purpoes in question,

sha was in hard labour, that the midwife eaid noto har, Fesr
not, thou ehalt have this son alse,” which she did, and very
soon aflerwards died. Thia was supposed to have taken
placa upwards of 1700 yonrs B, There are many olber
references of & similar kind, all tending to the same con-
clugion ; and thers certainly iz mot, m%uaa 1 am nwate,
any stotement showing that moen weee ever sp employed,
It seeme not unlikely that womoen oocssionully delivessd
thamaelves, withont having attendnace from anyone even
professedly qualified, For instamee, in the notable case
with which you are all acquainted, where King Solomos
gave his remarkably wise judpmonk as bitween two womed,
each of whom elaimed a purticular child as her own, it
gtated that one of the women cams mnd said, **Oh, my
lord, T and this womanr dwelt in one house, and I weg
delivered of a child with ber in the bouse. And It
came toe pass the third day after that 1 was delivered
that this woman waa delivered also ; and we wers together;
thore was no sheatjger with us in the house, aave we two I3
tho houge," Hers then s o very ciroumstantiol sceount,
dating apwards of 1000 years nug, of two deliveries which
wers pecomplishod in moch the sume way, no doobt, ne s
those of consealment of birth of which we hear oécasionally,
Bot whether this practice were freqouent or pot, it seema
clenr that only women were in attendunce, and maey of
thom were in great renown in their day. Nor was thiz
limited to the Jaws, for with the Greeks, the Arabians, and
possibly also with the Egyptions, the same role obtained,
though oot perheps so absolutely. In regard to the
Bomans we g?a nndoubted evidence that men peactised
midwifery, but not exelozively ; we know alag that midwives
werd & recognised eluss omong them. It is probable thet
after the Jowish captivity, and up to the time of their
dispersion, the practics in this respect began to vary, for
Herodotus tella we that theJews copied many of the onslons
of the people with whom thoy sajournod, and it ssems likely
therafora that, as the Bgyptians undeubtedly had mals
moooucheurs, the Jews would also sfter their releasa from
enptivity. That the Egypticne should have favoared such
a proctice ia not to be wonderad at, seeing how much they
pesocinted with the Geeeka ; and it cannot be doubied thet
an midwifery waa stodied wnd practised, nob ns ol bt
only in emergencies by the men of Groece, nod aspesd
the Atheniana, many lives would be saved by men which
would be lost by the midwives, and this could oot fall ts
influsnce those who assoeiated with them.
It i3 uzunl, and thers is no doubt a certnin worrant fie
tha opinion, to regard Hippocrates, who lived aboub 480
£ars 8.0, a8 to gome axtent the founder of the obatetric art;
ut his writings on this subject sarve only to betmay the
ignorancs which exieted in his day, even in the caze of 4
man go deservedly great in medical science, Plato tells us
gomething more of the character and function of the mis-
wives ot that time, and from bim we learn thal some of
them wers vory distinguished in this particolar department.
Avistotle and Galen ales mention them, and the former de-
eoribes the treatment of the umbilical coed which was
adoptod by them, From this it appears that in bis day,
nl:r\\ﬂir 400 years p.o,, bofore applying the ligntore, the
umbilicnl gord wea squeezed from the placeots to the Embal
end in order that all the Bloed it eontnined misht be presssd
bick into the vessels of the child, FProbably then the ehild
wis not separatad till after the expulsion of the placants,
80 that pa meoh blood as possible might be procured for the
Agtive, of Alexander, spoke algy of
the midwives 10 terma of l\:‘]gh 'pl:'n.lmr, {rradin |3, hawever,
0% n taste for the arts and sciences was doveloped smong
the Greeks, so in exact proportion did the study eod praee
tice of midwifory by men becoms more and mers gensral.
It is difficult to say exacily where or when the changs was
effected ; we flnd mention made of it by several of the
anthors I have referred to, bat they nowhers tell v why It
waa nof whether in that day the same objectionn wess
raised agminat thia innovation, as ia now being done in
Eogland and elsewhers against the study of medicies by
women., There is, howaver, one instance recorded whess &
tevoll was made against the innovabion in question—siz,
in Athens; here the fealing was very etrong, and scme of
the ladies of thab city declared that they would rather dis
than be stiended by the strenger sex, Nolwilhstanding
this, a law was actually passed prohibiiieg women from
studying or praciising medicine, but n certain wonsn numed
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Agnodics dressed hereelf ma n man, and in this way she
elnded the law for eome time. Suspicion was, hoWever,
roused againat her, and she was tried and condemned by
the Areopagi, whereupon some very distinguished mod in-
finential ladiee went to the Senate in her defence, and the
jodges wers compelled to revole the sentemce, This of
ooures led to & repeal of the probibition, and women thers-
after bocnme legally entitled to practies, nob, however, to
the exclusion the men, who still practised ae before,
Thus it sppears that the strong feeling which haa Intely
been exhibited on this question finda its counterpart in the
principal city of Greece in the early years of the Christian

erik.

Turning now from the Gresks to the Romans, we find
thet here nleo women wern the prinoipal obstetricinns, not-
withstanding that the practice of medicine and surgery waa
slmest erclusively conflned to men, even in the earliest
Eriodl of Roman history, They alss were slwaye called in

the sages.femmea whenever any difficulty arose, This
Fect is eztablished not only by positive statementa, but it
may be Inferred also from the aeconnt given by Fliny of the
birth of Beipio Alriowuus, Cosar, wid Moolive-Tooguatos by
menng of the Cmsarean eection, for it cannot be suppossd
that women wonld perform anch o tionz az these. Bua-
tomize sleo mantione that the Em'pmmr Angoetine havin
married Livie, the wife of Tiberine, she being in lnwﬁ
Inbour, Antonius Musa was called inm conmultation ' pro
partu accelerando,” and the regult was the birth of Nero,
ehowing clearly that at that time men were the recognised
congnltess in difficalt labours, T must not omit to mestion
Celsizs, whe lived in the reign of Tiberiue, &.0. 35. He was
undrubtedly one of the greatest Roman medical anthors
and practitioners, and baa a juat claim to consideration as
on# of the most distinguished neconchours of bhis duey, for
oot only did he advocate n method for the better dilatation
of the cerviz in difficult cases, but he alse described the
cperation of podalio vermion, and the cases in which he
thonght it was applicable. He advesated, too, the ose of
the crobeheb, which had heen employed elnce the time of
Hipporrates for the delivery of dend children.

Little iz knmown abont tha ice of medicine nmong
thie .|'Lru.1rin.nu, but it s evident that m'dw“nr:f was to m
limited extont practised by men, and we have knowledge
of ot least two distinguished Arabien acconcheurs—viz.,
Albuessia, who lived in about the eloventh century, and an-
eaker spnroely loge diaﬁ.u%u.ia.hed—vi:.. Avieenna, who pras.
tized nbont fifty yours earlier. T4 would seem, however, that
here, alan, by far the largest share of midwifery fell to the
ot of the midwives, and, owing to the extracrdinary con-
tempt with which all eurgical operations were regarded by
the Arabiaps, who always got their alaves to perform them,
practicnl or operative midwifery made littls or no advance,
Albuessis, indeed, givea directions for the delivery of hy-
dropsphiaiis monsters by craniotemy; and alao for the
munagement of cosee of retained placenta, but his instroe-
tinns 1o this Tespeot mre not vory Foreibla. They contatod
morely in recommending the patient to smecze or cough,
sl if that failed, then they wers to apply the wapour of
tertain herbe to the uterus: I smppose for the purpose of
making it contract,

The skateh which T have just given—and it is, after all,
tmt & shetch—hrings na up to about 1000 years of the
Christinn ern, and it canmob ba said that up to that time
moch advance had been made either in the art or science
of midwifery. As regards natural labour, of eourae nothing
wii required, and no advance therefore could take plues,
d1zeapt iﬂ'h!ﬂ'ﬂ.l‘ﬂ. to the !:l:]ulb]ﬂgj of tha process, wnd on
this peint Biternlly nothing wos known, Bot when we con-
tider that during wll these ages, g0 far aa we kpow, the
practive of midwifery wos almost entirely in the bhande of
women, moak of whom were very ignorant, and that there-
fure dificalties and complications must necesearily have
bwen very frequent, and =0 have given ample opporiunities
for improved practice, it is, I think, surprising that s
hittls wae dona to place the matter on o better foollng, nnd
it certainly & & etron el inet the riety of hand-
g over gn mn of th u{m.gu:h af med?:‘?fa ta Eha weaker
eex. As regarde operative midwifery, the chief pointe to
notice are—the establishment of the Cmearean sectiom, the
use nf the crotohet and perforator in the case of dead
children, snd the performance of podalic version in s cer-
tain modified form.

During tho suecesding 6500 years meveral very distin-
gulshed accouchedres flourished, bt still the bulk of the
prictice all over the civilised world remained in the hands
of the midwives, nnd consequently, aa I think, no very great
advance wae made in Ita seientifle prectice. Frobably the
moat distinguished of all the writera ab this time were the
two Arabisng I have alrondy mentioned—vig, Avicenna and
Albuonasin g and it is especially to be noted of both thome,
particalarly the formar, who has the merit of priority, thot
they describe, and the lstter actually gives an illustration
of, an instrument which waa clearly & kind of midwifery
forcepa, and was intended to be u in the extraction of &
Livimg child. T bave no desive, fur from it, to debrot From
the merit justly doe to the Chamberlens for their great in-
vention of the midwifery forceps ; but truth and jostice re-
quira that it shoold be stated that something remarkably
like this instroment, and eerbainly intended for the same

rpose, was invented about 600 years before, Towarda the

fteenth century the study of the arts and eciencea was
much mora erally cultivated ; the worka of the older
Greek wrilers snpplanted those of more wodern times, and
thus wos laid n better foundation for the more carefol,
ac¢urate, and philsophioal stody of natural and morbid
processes, It canoot bo dotubted, too—and this is & point
egpecially to be noted at the present time,—that, with the
advance of civilisation, and the wider etudy of the arts and
acieneces, women bave preferred bo be attended in their
labours by man. Obviously this eannot be due to sny merely
sentimental ides ; thers must ba some solid basis of fact to
aacount for a change 80 univereal, o opposed at first eight
to wornanly {mstineta; and I kaow of no ground save thate
of increased confidence, inspired by the consciousness of
greater knowledge, and consequent readiness to cope with
any difficulties that may arise under gircometances invalving
sometimes axtrems peril to life, From the time when men
first bogan to be coneulted in cases of dificalty and danger,
it wns obvions that in the end, and in proportion ms they
perfeated their knowledge of the procesa, their phyeical and
intellecionl superiorlty must prevall ; henee the oustom of
the present time throughout the civilised world, which we
may regard as the natural reeult of the building up of that
great system of midwifery which i is the purpose of thess
legtnres Lo unfold to Were It not for this vast store of
koowledge, the result of a of accumalated experienes
nnd years of thonghtfol study and obeervation, I ehould not
be standing hers to-day to lecture to you on the theery and
practice of midwifery, nor would thers be any cocasion for
o elnss of male stodents; for if there were no science, no
akill, no art, sentiment would cortainly @ the doy. nod
sentiment, I fenr, wonld surely be aguinet practice af
midwifery by men.

But the work and the gening of the mon of the last three
centuries, and notably of the last two, have not nn?
secured to the male sex almest the entire practice of mid-
wifery, at least among thoee clazses who are intellectually
capable of judging of the merits of the question, but they
have laid an obligation upon you and upon me which we
must both strive to fulfil,. Undoubtedly wo owe much to
the French chstetricians of the sizteenth and seventeenth
centuriss. Indeed Ambross Pard, m French writer of the
latter hall of the sizteenth century, may be said to have
Inid the foundation for the prescut system of obatetrics,
eapecially in ite conservative nepecte. To him we ave par-
ticularly indabted for the first clear deseription of the opera-
tion of podalic version, and of the cnses in which il is appli-
cabla. Hea also laid down rules for guidance in difficolt
cases of arm presentation, and he invented, deseribed, and
illustrated several obstetrical instroments. About twenty
yaars bofore his time the first work exclusively devoted to
the subject of midwifory was written by one Eucharioe
Ekodion, who practised at Frankfort, and who described
very carefully the saveral cranial poeitions, the differences
between natural and uonatural labour, and the ireat-
ment reguired by the latter. A litlle later on we have
o work written by M. Francols Bousset to advooste more
frequent resort o the Cmssaresn section ; and such un-
doubtedly woo the cffoet of ite publication, for it waa trans-
lated into many languages, snd gave rvise to much keen
discusgion. In 1570 n great discuesion took place on the
question whather the pelvic bones separate sb all during
labour, The affirmstive was maintained by Beverin Pinean,
who proved it to his own satisfaction post mortem, and
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oonvineed Ambross Pard, , Haller, Harvey, and
others, The operation of sympbyseotomy, or the Sigaultewn
operation, which consists in dividing the symphysiz pubis,
was founded upon thia belief in the mobility of the palvic
bonei; but it haa since beem abundantly demonetrated
that no such mobility existsa as could be of any practical
wolue ; for whereas In the preak majoriby of cases of peleio
deformity it is the antero-posterior dismeter which s the
causa of ﬁlruﬁeat. diffloulty, division of the eymphysis pubia
senroely iF at all affects this, and doea very little to incrensa
the transverse dinmeter.

Since the time of Ambross Pard the proctice of midwifery
bas, at lensk among the educated clusses, been almost ox-
clugively in the hands of wen; and it cannot be doubtad
that, a3 & soience, it hns emormonal ined thereby; in-
deed, it is only within the losb two centuries that it onn be
pnid to have had a dofinite scientific basie,. The writings
and observations of Guillsmean, a pupil of Ambrose FPar,
in the early part of the saventeenth century, of Mauricean
in the latter half of the same gentury, of La Motte, of
FPortal, and of Levret, the groatest of them all, complately
changed the aspect of midwifery as & branch of the hesling
ark, aml peve o it s posilion lillle, if ab wll, iofecier Lo
gither of the other branches of medicine, In this work
they were ably seconded by some of onr own countrymen,
but the palm must, I think, be given to tha French autho-
ritiea, who undoubtedly originated this great movement in
the ohetelric world ; and it would seem as if the translation
of their works into English supplied a stimulus on thisside
of the channel, which has since Emdnnad reaulta grester
even than any that are recorded by our Freoch confrives.
In proof of this it i3 only necessary to refer to the works of
Harvey, of Chamberlen (to whom we may almost, bot not
fuite, ba enid to owe the forceps), of Chapman, tha two
Hunters, Denman, Smellie, and Conguest. Thess names
are mentioned only as illustrations, and becanse they serve
at onoce to oarry conviction to the minde of thoss who ave,
even in the smallest degres, pequainted with the subject,
that it ia to men, and men only, that we owe whatevar
ndvance has been mude in the scientific proctice of mid-
wifery. You must not suppose, however, that Gormangy,
France, and Enpland are the only conntriea whoso sons hava
tolled for the advapcement of obetetric art. In Holland
there nre names soarcely, if at all, inforicr to any I hava
mentionad. The names of Deventer, of Euisch, mnd of
Roonhuysen, ara as familiar to the atudent of midwifery as
any that can be named in England,

ow, in n matter so purely mechanical as is the ordinary
process of labour, it seems & mere teaiem to say that, just
as the difficulties and complications which attend that pro-
wess ars Jus o interfereoce with the g_m.]Innq msoklmnical
laws, po the mesns of combating those difficnltics will be
muora or less perfect and successful in proportion as the ma-
chenism of the process isunderstood. It follows, too, from
th.[a, that & troer appeeciation of that mechaniam musk
result in improved methods of trestment, espocinlly in re-

to operative midwifery, and hanea the explanation of

o great advanse made in this respect during the last
eentary, In Vil maenper the slody of physiclogy, which
muy be said to benlmost the product of the present century,
bas been the foundation of our more perfoct knowledge of
pathclogy ; and hence, again, our intimate wequaintance
with the varicua morbid prooessea incidental tochild-bearing.
In illustration of the former, it 18 aullicient to note the
strongly conservative tendency of the two great obstetric
operations which have been elabornted duricg the past
gentury—viz., tha induction of premature labour, and the
application of the forcepa. These two operations, which
wera introduced within a few yenrs of ench other, huve
probably done more for the eaving of human life than ooy
other oparations that can be pemed ; and it s not, T think,
too much to say that they could or would never have been
originated by women. Indeed, the fact is indispotable,
that the sclence and practice of midwifery owes literally
nothing o women, who, nevertheless, monopolised it for
at least 3000 yenrs; bul, on the contrary, every single im-
provement that has besn made in this department has
originated with the stronger mex.

f tima parmittad I conld amuees you with many curiona
tllustrations of the superslitions cormected with pregnancy
and delivery., Among all netionz and clusses of socieky
sterility has ever been o onuse of repronch among women,

and absurdly fanciful have been the remedies suggested for
it; the most sublime being devout invocations to warions
gode and goddessss, sacording to the sex required ; and the
most ridiculous, the inhalation of varlous odours, whoes
reputed affioncy seemed to be in direet proportion to theis
nastinese. On the other ha:;cll, in soma mm:l:htlriu,, phl:u.

anitivenesa was encoura in every possible war; for
:;:E‘mea, pmong the Lacedmmonians women who had mors
than thres r.hilgmn worn exompted from certain charges og
the ground that they bad rendered signal service to the
stute by such increass of tho population, Among the
Romansg the spms law was obaerved.

In petun] Jabour whenever any difficulty arcss prape
to certain gode or goddesees was the recognieed and cus.
tomary reaort of the faithful ; and it must be confessed that,
whila such u practice testified tothe simplicity and enrpest-
nees of their faith, it witneesed wlso the ntter ipnormnocs of
their attendants in all that related to the scientific perform.
mnce of their dutles, The Grecks 'I;ruba.hly sarpasacd thy
Romans in their snperstitious beliefs; for ipstance, if &
ahild was borne without eyes they attributed it entiraly to
the mother's having eaten too much ealb; on the cther
baod, the Bemuns belisved that in ceses of fedions =bogy
delivery would sureély be boastomed by plocing wpon the
nbdomen of the mother & small vesical calenlos !

But superatitions of thia kind wers by no means oonfined
tor the claseical countries of Groseo and Bome, Among the
Brazilinos in former times, and even until recent timea
among the Carribenne and other savage tribes of Anerim,
it waa the custom immediately after the woman wag
delivered for ber to got up and perform her nsual household
duties, whils the husband tock to bed, and remained thers,
the reason assigned for this being that it waa necessary for
bim to reernit bia bealth and strength after he had becoma
& father! Among the Maluceas there wias o common balief
thatif a woman ate doubla fruita during her mancy aha
would have fwina, Tn mome parts of Ruseis, even in the
present doy, it is held thot if the lnboor be difficuls and
tedions, and much pain is endured, the reasom iz that the
womnn has heen unfaithful, and thet the suffering entsilsd
in the consequence of her sin whioh hos to be endured, In
short I could go on rolatiog instances of this sort almat
ad infinitum, for there is no limit to the capacity of the
human mind for oredulity of this acrt, when ﬂl:l.ﬂEIll:t'l:l.i.tl
the region of positive knowled Ignorance and swpars
stition we may be quite sure, will go hand in hand, and be
in direct proportion the one bo the other ; indeed, if T wers
ta formulata the term suporstition, T might describe it
neithar more nor lees than cultivated ignorance, and we
canuot wonder that soch was the state of obetatric medieing
seeing in whosse bands ik was ||mLi|J.1.I veasbed for su
aenturioe.  In the following lectures 1 shall hope to show
you bow different it is in the present day ; how lnrge o baals
of fact wa have to work upon ; and how eubstantial are the
comolueions upon which our present practice ja founded.
The grester part of this, remember, is the work of the lasé
two centuries ; indeed, a3 regards operative midwifery, thet
by which we are enabled to meet and combat sucosssfully,
in w apirit of troe conservatism, the emergencics which s
to n great extent the direct result of ndvanced civilisation,
thia 18 the work of littla more than & century ; for the vectis,
the forceps, the induation of premature labouor, and, I might
aluoat u?ct. the operation -:IFt.urnlng. have all been born,
ng it wore, in the past contury, nod we may say thob their
birth waa almost simultaneons, for their pablie recogsition
and adoption took place within n few yemrs of each other,
What they have done in the saving of human life i wonld
be Impossible to estimate; but you will be ahls to form
somae iden s least when you koow the dificalties they urs
intland.ad tll:l ml:lr‘!;-.I g 4 "

o conclosion, let me impress upon you, atd ecpecially
thoee of you who intend to enter upon generl practice, the
great importancs of attention to & lectures, and to the
rules which I ehall lay down for your guidanse in the mnﬁ
emergenciee to which youn may be called ; for nok only wi
your eucessa in life ba very lurgely dependent upon the way
in which you condock Irﬂ-urahnt-euic department, bat, unbes
you are careful aboot this, you will find yourselves insen-
qibly drown into obe of the graat snares which sepecially
beget the mombars of & profession sach e olirs—oamealy,
the danger of undervaluing human life. Thers sre times,
ug wao shull see, when, in the exerise of gur high calling, we
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are bound Lo saorifice one human being in order to save an.
other, It ls & terribla responsibility which is thus cast upon
e, and wa can only exerciae that trost with o clear con-
soience when we bave perfected our knowledge of sll the
means né our diepesnl. Remember that the oxistence of
ignorance where knowledge is possible does not aweil to
aoreen ws from the consequences of our meglect, and acts
done in wilful ignorance are scarcely less colpable than
tkose deliberately planned. Viewed in this light the study
of midwifery in its operative aspecta demamnds your very
eareful attention, and I trust you will give it all that is re-
quired.

"B T :-l\-lll- Al BLF RELILHGE WFLIBARE VRS AMED B MR W A L RRI AN
pon which they are employed. Now for practical purposes,
&g regarda therapeuties, T think diseasee of the ekin may
be cenventently grouped under three heads i —

1. Those which are purely local.

2. Thoes which, though mainly local in their erigio, are
yeb anglicnced of modified by diferent conditions of the

[May 11,1872, 841
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the enme certainty in cutaneous medicine, bot dermatoio-
pists meplect to make themselves acguainted with the
natural canses of the dizeases they treat.

I will now d to eome more particular remarks
tonching the three groupa into which Ihave divided diseases
of the akin,
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ESGLISH MIDWIVES; THEIE HISTORY
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FETSICTAN T0 THE CHELSEL HOBPITAL FOR WOMEN, HXAMINES OF
HIDWITES FORE THE CRSTETRIUAL SOULETY OF LONDON, BIO,

CearrER |, — HixrErwTa CExTUnT.

Veut little is known of the early history of the English
Midwif, or * with-woman "t It iz certain, however, that
ghe was & person of Inferior éducation. Har opportunitiea
of obtaining written or oral instroction in midwifery
wera very few, and comsequently nearly the whole of
her information must have been goined by experience—
often, it i3 to be fenred, st the ezpenes of the poor women
whom she eonght to snecour. No book in the volgar tongue
had wot besn pollished upon the subject ; and in cases of
diffionlty, relics, charms, and incantations were the methods

*® Bea the paper in the Edisburgk Medical Jonroal fur & lenger explana-
tlon an this lesd,

exetly analogoos to the Engliah word ™ midwile,”

¥ The Bpanish ond Portuguess word comodie, or Latin cem-mafer, i|]

[Armrs 13, 1872,

amployed to overcome them, Henry® eays of the women
nmongst the uneieot Britong that when o birth was attended
with any diffienlty they put certain girdles made for that
porpose about the women in Inbour. These girdles, which
wern believed to fasilitate the birth of heroes, are reckoned
in the posms of Ossian ameng the treasuces of kisgs. Soch
E‘Irdlam woare 'n:qpl;. with care till very lu.tn]! in many fomilics
in the Highlpnds of Seotlend, They were impressed with
eavernl myetic fizures, nnd the cersmony of binding them
aboat the woman's walsh was accompanied with words amd
gestures, which showed the ocustom to have been of greak
sotiguity and to bave come originally from the Droids.

In ** Fierca the Plonghman's Crede™ the frisrs are ne-
cused of

® Maken wymmen o wenen,
That the oe of pure ladye smok Lighteth hem of children”™

Among the articles of a visitation in 1669 the following
inquiry is made: * Whether yon knowe anye that dos nse
charmes, sorcery, enchanntmonts, invoenlicns, oiroles,
witcherafis, southeayings, or nny like crufte or imaginatioos
invented by the Dewyl, and specially in the tyme of women'e
travayle.”

In Jobn Bale's ™ Comedye coveerpynge thre Lawes,”
A.p. 1638, * Idolatry™ is mode to speak ae follows i —

Y Vi, but oow yobs am o sha,
And n good mydwyfe perde ¢
Yarge chyldrin oni I ui‘lﬂi‘me,
With whysparmges and whisahyiies,
With erossyoges and wilh kysiyngres,
Wit blaagnges sod with blessyugis,
That eprites da tham no harme,™

One of the injunotions at the visitation of Rishop Banner
{1554} was the fullowing: “A mydwyfe shal not use or
exercise any witcheorafte, charmes, soreeris, invesations, or

nieya, other than suche as be allowable and may stasd
with the lawes eod ordinences of the Catholike Churche™

In the articles to be ingoired ioto in the provioes of
Canterbury in the sizteenth century, we find the following
gquestiona wers asked relatiog to midwives :—* Whether
uny use charms or nnlawful prayers, or invocations, in Tatin
or athorwise, nod namely, midwives in the time of womsn's
travail with child "' + * Whether parsons, vicars, or curates
be diligent in teaching the midwives bow to christen ehildren

i time of noceagity nocording to the canons of the church

ornof™i

In ancther diccess we find the guestion ssked by the
bighop:—" Do any undertake the office of midwifs withont
Licencal ™ §

From the fﬂrq{d.u quotaiions it is evident that the
church at this early period recognised theimportance of the
offics of midwife, Inurgent eases she was frequently called
upon ko baptize the newly-born child, As early as the
aeventh century this was permitted, for we find in the
** Libser poonitentialis™ of Theodore, Avehbishop of Canber-
bury—" Mualier baplizare non sumat, nisi ecgentl ne-
oessitnte maxima.' || Many eniries are to be found in parish
registere; one exnmple oy interest the reader:— 8t
Mary's, Lichfleld, Cret. 12, 1681, Margarett, dr. of Walter
Henningham de Pypehall, baptized by the mydwyfe, and,
e yeh nob I:ruuli'htn to yo urchea to be there exami
aud testificd by them that were present.”

In some registers pncient injunctions to the clergy
the Archhishop of York are found as follows :—" Item.
ourates musk openly in the church teach and instroct the
mwydwiefea of the very words and form of baptisme to
thentonta that they may use them perfectly and nome
oder," ##

In thess days it was generally believed that baptism wes
necassary to ealvation, nod as it waa often imipossible for a
weakly or dying child to be taken to the priest or he to
come to it before its death, there wus no other alternstive
than to allow the midwife to baptise. The conveyance of
a delicate child wlong miles of bad ronds, through celd and
atorm, would have frequently proved fatal, It was often
as much ps the midwife could do to reach the labouring
woman ; perhaps on o pillion at the back of the messenger,

= Hintory of Greal Brifain, vol. i, p. 480,
¥ Girindal Bome, Park Soc Sae, 174- 63,
Dopuvmantary Annals by bi. Cardwell, DI, wol, i, p. 171,
I, and G, first gerles, vol, ikl p. 20,
Maosuments Keelmlastion, D religuils ssnctorum vel rite meendotan
ot dineonorum laicorum gquoe in ecelesie, xlvili
% Burn' Histors of Parlah Begisterd. *% Ihid.; p, 81,
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after travelling for honrs throngh dark, narrow, panokharse
voada, or knea-doep passas which could ssarcely ba ealled
roads, Ta return with her frail, dylog borden, perhaps to
find the priest from home, was more thon eonld be expected.
What then wus to be done at night?  The Maitresss Sage-
Femma, Madame Condray, says:—* Il ¥ n ordinairement du
dunger i porter les anfane an baptéme pendent la nuit,
surtout dana les parciesea de ln compagne; lee manvais
chomins, les fosafa, les planches, lea eantoira, les glaceas, los
manvais tomps, les reneonlres dea ohiens, &o, tous cos [o-
apnviéoiens, dont on pent se parer lo jour, ne permattant

qii'on ¥ expoes lannit un dipob & precienz; un faur pas
Erulu! ou eelle gui porte 'enfant, peot Ini faive perdes
in vie sans baptéme,"?

The practice of baptieing by the midwife wis continoed
in England till the beginning of the saventeanth century.
Bishop Burnet gives the following account of ita discon-
tinuanee :—* T'ne necessity of the sacrament (baplism) wnd
the imvalidity of ecclesinstical funetions, when performed
by persons wha wers not episcopally ordained, were enter.
tained by many, This struck even ai the bapiism by mid-
wives in the Choreh of Rome, which was practised sod con-
nivad nt hero io England; till it wan ohjected te in tho Con
feremce hold ot Hamplon Court soon after King James the
First’s necesslon to the erown, nnd baptism was not i
then limited to persons in ordars,''4

This statement iz eorroborated by the faet that in the
cath taken by the midwile in the sixteeoth century sha
gweard that ghe will use, in the ministeation of the sacrs-
ment of baptism, the apt and acenstomed words of the snme
sagrament ; but in the ssventeenth century the cath runs
ns follows : * You shall not be privy, or consent, that any
priest, or other party, shall of your knowledge or suffernnoe
baptise noy child by any mase, Latin service, or prayers,
thun snch as are appointed by the laws of the Church of
Eagland, &o," Buth Beroet] and Burps§ believed that
this exercise of tha office of baptising by midwives waa the
begioming of thair being licensed by the Bishopa, DMre
Cellier|| says that Bishop Bonner was the frst who grasted
thesa liconess, and that the form of the firsk liconee woe
deawn up by him. 1t is certnin that in the time of Eliza-
beth these licenoes wers being granted, for Steype® writea
“Thers i3 ong thing more I shall obserye under this yoor
(1667 )—nmmaly, n licente the Archhishop of Canterbury
granted to Eleonar Pead to be o midwifa, with the oath ahs
took, wherehy it may be peroeived what were the disorderly
practices of wmidwives in those daye—as Inying suppositioos
ehildran in placa of the true natural ones, using eoveeries
and enchantments, burting the child, or destroying it, or
eatting or pulling off the head, or diamembering it ; bap-
t.lutn.g the infant oew born, io caos of m:i.'tmily. with odd
wnd profnoe words, and using sweet waber or water per-
fumed. Bot behold the oath this woman tesk. *1, Elaoner
Pead, admitted to the ofice and occopation of a midwife,
will faithfully and diligently exercise the said office mo-
cording to ench eonning and kaowledge ne God hath
given me, and that I will ba ready to help and aid
an well poor az rich women being in labour and travail
of chiid, and will alwaya be rendy both to poor and
rich in exevciging and exeonting of my sabd office. Also
I will not parmit cr suffer that sny woman being in
Iabpur or fravoil shall name any other to be the father of
ber ohild, than only he who ig the right apd troo futhar
thereof ; and that 1 will nob soffer mny other body's child
to be sat, brought. or laid before any woman delivered of
«hild in the plage of her matural child, so far forth aa I can
Locw and understand. Also I will aot wse dny kind of
sopsery O inenototion in the Hme of the travail of aoy
womnn ; and that T will not destroy the chitd born of any

* Ak e I"Ard den Ascoushomens,

1 Blstery of kla own tlens, vol. wl. Bpe the nintk secllom of the thied
book of the Apostolioal Inetidutions: "Guod non oportet mulieres ha
Ulpere, engi gnim implum & w docteipd Choati alionimn.” Ses alss Daliin
Esclesinetival Hiatory, wal, vl, E BED, Amang thio nptlaolas for the mpq
Iatiza of the clergy nrroed o by Comvesntion, snd sfterwards sobseeibed by
tatd Hooses in J57A, waa this: " Taeilihly, thal private baptism, in ense
af peesamty, is only to be mineterd by o lawfiel minleror or dascon ealbed
1o b present for thnt purpose, and by none othore. AL other porsoms shall
bo inhtbited to fntermoddle with 1he minsdecing of baprsm privamaly, it
ing no pird of thebr vniation ® Thia seprlisr inhikifion sseme mof to hore
bl enforced in the case of midwives,

1 Heatory of the Heformation.

Exlesinatical Luw, artlolo Midwleos,
Ton Iy, ==, Am anewor to his goeries, £¢,, p G,

T Btrype's Azmals; val, I part il chapter S,

womann, nor cof, nor pull off the head thereof, or otherwis
dismember or hurt the sama, or suffer it to be burt o
diamembered by any moanner of way or maans. Ales tha
at the miniatration of thé sacrament of baptism in the tim
of neosssity, T will usn apt and wecustomed words of th
same snornment—that is to sny, thess words following, o
the like in effsat : T eleisten fhee in fhe nome of the Falhe
the Sen, and fhe Holy Ghost, and none other profape words
And that in sneh time of nacessity, in baptising any infan
born, and pouring water npon the bend of the same infant
I will uee pure and clean water, and not any ross or damns]
water, or water made of any confection or mixture; anc
that T will seetify the surate of the parish chuovch of every
sieh bapblsing."

Wa muoet lenve the subject of midwives' licences for the
present. Further information respesting them will be
given in a foture chapter,

In the middle of the sixteenth century it would appens
that Engliah women became diseatiafied with their mid.
wives, alive to their iguoranca and improseed with the ne.
{bl:ﬂl:“?:‘ of m‘]u{:aﬂhg tham, Hul this wes oot an sy task.
ns thors wers no fomale widwifery Frl-uthi:rn erg eapiblo of
performing ik, Tt wan ales difiiralt to ovorcome the pre
judiees of the ignorant, who, from & fulse medeaty, objevted
to the printing in the mother tongoe of midwifery delalls®
Moo, from whom the desired help was destined ultimatoly 1o
onme,|wera detarrad from undertaking the businesaof wid-
wifery from the fear of being looked upon as magieians,+ or
as almost pttempting the victus and bonourof the female sex.
“A certaine studions and diligent clerke,” whose name
was probably Jonas,? however, in 1637, ** at the requeat and
desive of diverse honest and sad mateons, belng of his
woquuintangee, did trenslate onl of Lating into Eoglish n
graat part of the booke De Periu Hominis=<that is to sny,
of the Birth of Mankynde This tranalalion of Rhodion's
work was immodistely after rovised from **top to toe”
nnd published by Dr. Rayosld woder the fitle of  The
Woman's Bocke.” Ha speaka, in his second edition 1540,
of the success of this work as follows: *Thare ba since
the first setting forth of this booke, right many honourable
lndyea, and other worshipful gentlawamon, which bave not
disdained the oftener by oeension of thia backe, to frequent
and hount women in their Inbours, cayrying with them this
boolce in their bands, and causing such purs of it ns doth
chisfly comcern the same porposs to La read before the
midwife and the rest of the women there being present,
wherehy oft-timoa, they all bave beeno pub ia remembrance
of that wherowith the Inhouring women hath beewe geently
comforted aud allaviated of ber thronge and travail ; whoso
landable example and deinga woold God thet many proud
midwives wounld ensue and follow." §

This work of Rhodion waa translated into nearly every
Europenn lnnguoge, and doring the century following its
publication was almoat the sole book from which midwives
guined any koowledzs of their erk,  Its influenee upon
English midwifery must hava besn most beneficial, for
Raynald doubtless spoka the tenth when he said of the
midwivea of hia day that, ** A there be many righs, expert,
diligent, wiss, ciroumspet, and tender, aboot ench bosi uesse
a3 appartaineth to their office; so be thers ngain many woa-
full indiscracte, unreascnable, churlish, nnd throngh whose
rudeneese and rashnessa onely, I doeobt pot but that a
great mumber of women in thelr laboue spoode worse theo
needad otherwise,"

It ia deplorable to think of the universal ignoranee which
existed at this time in thoss who practised midwifery, fur
if Dr. Bayuald, whose bool fs full of the grossest blubiders,
was the wisast professor of the arb, what must heve been
the benighted condition of those whom be professed to
teach. When we think of the fomentatioms, buthings,
fumigations, nnointments, suppoaitories, pessaries, and the
copatant and eruel menipulations which poor women had

. Blnr-'[ﬂll.ln!: thst (4 k2 mat meoto e HitHng ench matters to be intreated
of &3 phalnly In sur mather and velgar language, to the dichonowr (ns ther
auy) womanhboml aad the derimon of their dwn peerels, by the delootion
and digonvering whareal, moi (1 reding o- kasring, shall a movel thersly
the more 1o obhorte and loath the som nﬂ of wmmen, ecery oy ond knave
ridaling (hem ae opanly as (bes talés of bin Hool.—Tho Micih of Man-
Ernda.  Prolagns
. T Il Hombarg, in 1821, nop Yeltes was condemned for thin offence o rlie

ames,

1 The mmpeeript copy of this work presented to Catherlne, Qoeen of
He VIIL, bore this sigmutare,

§ The Hirth of Munkynde, Prolegue,
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then to undergo in eases of oatuml Iabour, and the etill
more frightfu]l mutilations which they bad bo soffer when
any ecomplication retarding the birth of the child tock
place, we cannot but regret that this most important branch
of the healing art had not been earlier taken up and afudiad
by such mastor minds ae those which porsusd it so ener-
getioally, and so immengely oproved it, in the encoeeding
cenfary.

0ld Andrew DBoorde, in hia " Brevyary of Health,'?
writing in the lntter part of the sixtesnth century, nlludes
to the miseries which may result from an * unexpert myd-
wife,"” and adde: “In my tyme, as well hers in Englonde aa
in other regions, and of olde antiquitie, svery mydwife
ghnlde be presented with honest woman of great gravitos
to the Byshop, and thut they ehulde testify for her that
they do present, shulde be & sndde woman, wyse and dis-
crete, havynge experience, and worthy to have the office of
a midwyfe, Then the Byshoppe, with the consent of
doctor of physick, onght to examine her, and to instrocte
her in that thynge that she is ignorant; and thus proved
and ndmitted, is o landable thynge ; for and this wers weed
in Englonde thers shulde not halfe so many women mys-
oary, nor s0 many chyldren perish in every place in
Englonde as there be. The Byshop ought to loke on this
matter,” Thia passsyre iz remarkable, inaamuch as it con-
tains the first expression in England of o conviction often
reiterated, and now and again vehemently urged—nomely,
fhat it 15 wecessnry fo give instruclion lo midaives, and o
guarantes of their skl fo fhe public.

The names of a few of our early English midwives have
been presecved.

Margaret Cobbe,

This Hoyal midwife had & salary of £10 per snoum
granted bher by the Crown on April 16th, 1468, Bhe
attended Elizabeth Woodville, (Queen of Edward IV,
when ehe woas delivered of Bdward V. in the gloomy
eanctuary of Westmineter, This tock place on Nov. 1st,
1470, and Morgaret Cobbe still held her office in 1473, for
we find in the Eolls of Pasliament the following :— Fro-
vided alwey, thot this Acte or any other Acte made or to
be made in this present Parlinment, extend not nor in any
wise be prejudiniall to Margery Cobbe, late wyf of John
Coblbse, bt‘ﬁhg midwyl to ouse best beloved wyf, Elizabeth,
Gueen of Engluud, unto or for any grannte by wa by our
lettere patentes beryng date the 15th day of Aprill, the
Oth yere of oure reigne, made to the seid Jubn and
Margory, of £10 by yere, duryog the lyf of the ssid
Margery,"—12 Edward 1V,

Aliza lr::.uy,
Thiz was ancther Royal midwife, We learn from the
rivy pursg expenses of Elizabeth of York, Quoon of

enry Y11, that in March, 1503, Alice Masey received her
aalury of £10 as (ueen’s midwifa.

Elisabetl Gaynegforde.

The followieg curions history relating to this midwife is
to ba found entered in the Consistorial Acts of the diccese
of Bochester., Midwives, ns has been befors stated, wore
from time to time questioned as to the monnoer in whick
they perfermed ihe cevemony of baptism. It wae at one
of theae ecaminsgtions that thia d.ia]ngue tonk 'p'[ﬂ.i;bu,
“ Anno 1523, Oot, L4—Eliz, Goyneforde, obsteteiz, ex-
aminste dicit io vim joromenti smi sub hpe formi ver-
borum. I, the aforessid Elizabeth, seeing the child of
Thomaa Everey, Inte borm, in jeopardy of life, by the
anthority of my office, then beyng midwyle, did christen the
same child under this manner. In the neme of the Fader,
the Bom, mod the Holy Ghost, I christen thee Donys;
effondend meram sguam saper csput infantul, Toterro-
gatn evat, whether the obilde was born and delivered from
the wyfe of the eald Thoamas; whereto sha answersth
wnd enyth, that the childe wes not born, for she saw nothing
of the childe but the hedde, and for perell the childe was
in, and in that time of neds, she christened s is aforcenid,
and caste water with her hand om the ehilde’s hado ; after
which the childe was born, and was hed to the church,
whare the prieste grve fo it that chrystenden that it
laltkyd, and the ohild iz yet alyf.”+

* The Extravaganies, chap, fl,
t Archmologia, Londom, 'pgl, =l 7. 120

Johone Hammulden.
“ Hero's 1he midwife's noms to 't, omo Miatress Talope
Winter's Tale, Act v, Beoeoe I

This midwife rendered heeself notcelons by divolging a
remark, made by a woman she had delivered, relating o
the eonjugal proceedinga of Henry VILL ; and se jealous
was the King of any disenzsion upon theee matters, that
her information led to an investigation before a quorum of
juetices nt Reading® The depcsitions were taken before
Sir Walter Btomor, at Watlington, in Oxfordshire, on the
14th of June, 26 Henry VIII., when one John Dawson said
that Oan Jobane Hammulden, wyff unto Walter Ham.
mulden, of Watlyogton afore said, in the pressns of the
gnid John Daweon, Willm, Goode, constable of the eaid
town of Watlynton, Thomas Daweon, snd John Awood,
gnid that ghe was sent for o oon Burgyn's wyff, in Wat-
lyoton, when ehe wne in labor with chyld, which was
abowte Whittaontyde was & twelvemonthe: And the snid
Burgyn's wyf said to the said Johane Hammolden that
for hor hooestie nond ber connyng that eghe hadd, ghe
might ba mydwyff unto the Suna of Ingland 8 hitt
wer (Qnens Kuteryn: and sff hith wer Queno Anne che
was to goode to be her mydwyf, for she was n heore
and & berlott of her lyvyng”  Mrs, Hummulden main-
tonined before the justicss thot Wrs. Burgyn had spoken
thesa words, and added further, ' that upon her foythe she
wolde pever have uttryd the words had not the said
Burgyn's wyff enid nppon & tyma that she wolde burne the
maid Johnne Hammulden tayle, and doo her sther displea-
gure.”  Mra. Burgyn denied that she bad ever apeken such
worde, but reported that © Gon Dollfyn's wyil bhnd snid that
hitt wie nover merry in loglond evthyns thers waa iii
Qaenea in hitt. And them the paid Johane Hammulden
auyl thers waolde be fewer shortly, which words the said
Jobnoe Hammulden denyith.” These depositions were sent
up to Thomas Cromwell, asking what was to be dons with
the prisonery, * for they remayne in fhe Constable's warde,"

Jane Scavistryeka,

Ehe wie o ' Papiet midwife in Weat Derby,” and received
a licenoe to practise in the diocese of Chester from Bishop
Chadderton in 1678. He required of her that she shoold
not refuse to attend * Any woman Iaboring of childe, being
married and professing the reformed faith, whether tha wifs
of o minister or otherwise,” on pain of not having her
licence renewad the following year. +

Amnng the intarrogatories and demonds of the peapls or

nrishioners, and thelr conversation to be required and

[Own 'hr the parsons, vicars, and cormbes, given in the
later writings of Dishop Heoper la be Rllowing; —
xii. itemn, whethor any midwife refuse to come to any
womnn labouring of ohild for religion™s eake, or becangs she
is wife unto m minister of the church that hath maorried
nod doth maryy hoth by God's law and the king's,”" £

Some idea of the presents given by sponécrs fo midwives
at christenings during this century may be guthered from
the p‘ri\'{ purse expanses of Henry VIIL and of the Princess
Mury. In 1530 we find the former granting to the “nores
{nnree) and midwil of my Ledye of Worcestre, by way af
rewarde, £4; and in 1632, to the novice and the mydwif of
Sir Nioholas Harvy cheilde £3 Ge. Bd." The entries relating
to the gifts of the Prinoess Mory to midwives ave very
numerous, the sums vurying, pecovding to the mak of the
purents, from five to fifteen shillings.  In 1537 we find ehe
“ payad for n bonnet and o frountlet, and the same given
to Maistre’s mydwife, 282" C(ueen Elizgabeth, in 1502, gave,
at the christening of * Atkinson the serivener his childe,”
to the noree snd midwife £4 In 1565 she gave at the
thristening of the child of the Lady Cecilin of Sweden a
gratuity of 2230 ; but at the christenings of all her other
godehildren the ameunt of the pregent this queen gave to
the nurse aml midwife was £5.5

Bometimes midwives received presents of jewellery and
plate ; and they alss cbiained gifta of money from others
who wera present al the baptiam of the infant bexides
spongors, for Popys writes in his journal, after hoving been
to m christening—1 did give the midwife 10"

Bome eurlons entries relating to the fees of an ordinary

* Rir Henry Ellis's Origionl Letters, Third Series.  Lictter 338,
1+ The Derby Homeeholl Booke, Chetham S,

Barker Soclaty, Cam,, 1852, p. Dél.
1 Arvcaunis of tu: Treasurer ol the Chamber,



Tus Lancer APRIm 1%, 1872, K03

midwife may be found in the Steward's accounts of the
Shuttlewortha, &e., in the county of Lancaater® .—'* Spente
by Will'm Woeds and Cooke, wiffe and twos boracs, when
wente for the midwiffe of Wigan, beiog o day and a
night away, 42. Spente by Richard Stones when he bronght
the Wigan wiffe howe, sod o night away, 224 to the wid-
wiffe, 124" Then azain wa find at page 199:—* Given to
the midwiffa whkich Lelped cowe that conld nob aalve, Te. 61"
Bmyth mentions a midwife who was fetched o 16558 from
Cheddar, in Sumersetabire, to London to aitend a lady in
her confinement, and received at her departure fs, Sd.+

LLE T
it ooonrred oo
imetrnments in their rochums ware Colooui e mguu we e | o
sible to pass the hand into the bowel ; g0, after explaining | of mnen and that of the ape cannot ba disputed, if the seat
the matter to the patient aod her busband, and boving ob- | of homan speech conld be positively trm?tu nuy particnlar
tainad permiesion to do as T liked, I proceeded na follows :— | part of the breain, the Darwinian conld sny that, nlthomgh

® Chatham Boo., p. 184, t Derkeley MES, * Abstract of paper read st (he Vietorls Institute, Barch 180k, 1873,

ol B @0 LS Tiesod Baddin olUiUARITY batween the brain
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ENGLISH MIDWIVES; THEIR HISTORY
AND PROSPECTE.

Br J. HH AVELING MD.,

PEERICTAN TO THE OWNELSEL WOSPITAL FOR WOMEN, NXAMINEL QF
MIDWITEN TOE THE OBSTETEICLL HOCIETY OF LORDON, ETC.

Crarrer IL.—BevesteEnTE CENTURY.

Earcy in this century a surgeon practising in Londom,
Peter Chamberlen, the fivat of several generations of dis.
tinguished men-midwives, obhearving the incapacity of the
women professing midwifery with whom he came in con-
tact, was moved in his comscience to represent to King
Jumes I, in 1616 the following homane and reasonsble pro-
position : * Thaf seme order may be setfled by fhe Sfale for
the instruckion and civil govermnment of midwives.”* Huad
this proposal been carried out at that time, England would
have been in the van of the movement which has heen
going on in Europe sines Peter Chamberlen’s duye, instend
of in the rear; our midwives wonld have been for more than

® A Voice in Khaima,
g2
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two centuries properly instructed and contrelled, and we
ahiould have been saved the humiliation of being pointed at
by our continental neighbonrs as o snation which dees nol
eare o much for the lives of its mothers aes to indnee it to
soemre for them efficient bely in their timees of jeopardy.

In the first year of this century Pater Chamberlen had a
son, who was deatined to grow op and obtain such an ex-
tanded reputation as wlmost ba eolipge and hide from our
wiow the useful work aesomplished his father., * Tre
ninotesn sammers” be gradoated as dootor of medicine nt
Padua, pnd afterwerds ut Ozford snd Camhbridge., He be-
<ama 8 Fellow of the College of Physicians in 1628, and
wie Physician-in-Ordinory to three Kings and GQueens of
England and to some foreipn Princes. * Fume begot me
envy,” he gays, “and secret enemies, which mightily in.
oreased when my father pdded to me thé koowledge of de-
liveries and eures of women, They cooningly allow me &
transcendenoy in the partioular of deliveries that they may
the more aecurely deny me my due in physick, as if the one
wore privitive or destructive of the other,” His midwifery

potice muet have boen very extonsive ; for he enye, * The

then of all the midwives in and ahout London Jay only
on my shoulders,” and his opporiunitiee of ascortaining the
amonnt of knowledge possessed by these women must have
hean equally great. a know the apinion he formed from
the lamentation which he made that ¥ lgnorant women,
whom either extreme povertie hath neecessitated, or hard-
beartedness prasumaed, or the game of Veous introded into
the calling of midwifery (to have the isues of life and death
of twn or three at one time in their hands, beside the eon-

uence of bealth pnd atrepgth of the whole nation) should
noithor be sofficiently instructed in doing good, nor re-
strainad from dning evil.”™ With these lhl)li'.!htl it is nmat
surprising thet he ahould have attempted, in 1633, to pro-
vide for the instruction and government of midwives—a
tusk which, wa bave seen, his father had soventeen yenrs
before failed to necomplish.

In 1646 he wrote s colobrabed little Book entitled
A Voiea in Bhams, or the Crie of Women wnd Children
achoed forth in the Compazaions of Peter Chamberlen.” In
this he deplores that his achems has not been earried out,
and pours forth in his own ececontric but elogquent manner
EJ]L:I a ardent and conflicting feolings with which he was

-

“ Bloud (which polutes a land and criea aloud to 'He-n.'reug
runa yot fresh from the inoocent weins of women an
children for want of some charitable Samearitaines to bind
up the wounds which ignorange and dissrder amongat dome
uncontroled femal-arbitera of life and death and others daily
maks, Tha gonseience whersof, ns formerly it woved my
plong father to represent it to Kiog James, so bath it me
o maove it sinee unto the king my master, who (hy mediation
of that trus-hearted honour of nobilitie, the Earl of Fem-
broke and Monntgomery ) vead the pefition, and vonchsafed
a geacions reference ; nod it recelved tho test and approba-
tion  of those two lesrned eolumnes of our facultie,
Sr. Theodore de Mayerne and Sr. Matthew Lister. The
beneflt being somputed (over and above the bettering of
health and strength to parents and children) to the saving
of above three thonsand lives & year in and about Tondon,
begide the rest of England, and all other parts where the
suma order might have been propagated, A desigm (1
thought) ao fall of pietie that no man would—so full of in-
nocencie that no man could—so full of importance and
neral conccrmment that noe man durst bave opporad,
bat diseredit hod it been for o profession which Hae under
gommon disgrace and contempt to sttain to the gravity and
homour of crder and government? What burden bhad it
been for a calling which requires knowledge to ba made more
knowing and full of experience? What losse hed it been
to increase the number of living, which cannot but be
&t inerease of employment to all gortas of fradea and .
fuesions whatsoever—yaes, to the very grave-maker, had be
but patience to suepand his harvest till the young grew up
to imcrense and multiply (oot untimely, but) wore apd
lurgar gravee ! My daty ie to do good for evil, aod to
euthrone esach member of our Facultia in the true orb it

* % P Cliumberlon was sxtensively orguged in the pracHes of midwifery,
aid st one time alfemptod, ln difet oppoeition o thewishes of the Collegy
al Physiciang, o ottam fiom the Croen aatherity te organie the fmeals

aolilboters (U that depariment into s com whh himself st thelr

s
il s presiileat mnil sgaminer"—Dr, :HIItHkﬂul{llﬂ the Coflege of Phy- i

wivisus, vol, i, p. 141,

| onght to ghine in, were they aa willing to accept s= I to

offer my endeavours. For (aiesl) it is too grievous to think
what n du]um of hlond lier on thelr ETaves or anBsnEherE
gince these thirly yeers that my futher attempted thia cha-
ritie, and thirteen years eince I, in his exnmple, revived it,
Why may not the State resent a proposition of publie good
from we as from another ?  And if from me, then this pro.
position I do yobt recommend that scme order moy be pat.
tlad by the Stste for the instruction and civil government
of midwives. Shall want of presidont ha here objocted P
Yat thiz bath president in some foreign ezamples. The
objection infers thua much : Because thera was never any
order for iostruoting and poverning midwives, therefors
there nevar must be ; becnose multitudes bave pirished,
therefore they still muast perish ; becanse our forefathers
bove provided no remedie, nor knew any, therefore we must
provide nene, though we know it 1t may be, when bishopa
nre restored agaln, their ordineries will come o to plead
their care, Of what? 'T'raly, that Dona shall do good
without their leave ; that none shall bave leave buat snch
as will take thelr oath and pay money ; that taking thiz
onth and pu.:rl.hg their ManEy, with the teetimonie of two or
thren possipa, any moy have leave tn he igoeorant, if oot e
cruel ag themeelves ; nod thet none ghall hava the privitidge
to ba ao certainly forsworn ne these who aweir im;}uﬂ-
gibilities, But of knstruction or order amongst the midwives
not one word,  The mighty God of eompassions blesse this
publio information to his glory, Awmen.”

The life of D, Potar Chamberlen hos yet to be writien.
Whan it in it will be seen thet be was a man of grest talont
and wide celebrity, energetic nod eccentrie, but at the same
time highly practical. During the time he practised in
Londen he made severn] proposala for the public good ; that
of establishing batha shared the same falo as the one we
hove now been congidering.  Ho wos far io advanoe of the
time in which he lived, and econeequently experienced the
naual fate of being misnnderstood and aboneed by thoss who
should have encouraged and assisted him, English mid.
wives, howover, should alweays romomber that the tws
Pater Chambearlens were their firet champious; and that to
them they owe the firet proposal made to plage them in &
position which would have been satisfactory to themselves
and advant i b the publia,

Thue another half century passed and still no original
work on midwifery, written Ly an English hand, appeared.

In 1637 Ruoefl's book, “ De Conceptu et (ensratione
Hominie,"” was translated inte English anenymously. The
prejudice agningt printing this cloes of works in the mother
tomgue, complained of by Dr. Baynald in the preceding cen-
tury, wis nob yat e!LluEuhhed. We find in the prefuce to
"Rn Espert Midwife,” which wae the {lde given te ikiz
tranelation, the following sengible remarks :—* Bome (nicely
precise) eny it ia unfit that such matters ns these ehould bes

ublished In & vulgar tongue, for young heads to prie into,

rus, but the :lu.nger he].ng]ﬁrett and manifold, whether i
it hetter that miilions should perish for want of helps and
knowledge, or that such means, which though lawful in
themgelves, yet may by soms ha abused, should be had and
uged 7 But young and raw beads, idle perving men, pro-
phane fdlers, scoffers, jesters, rogoes ; avaunt, k henca!
I neither monnt it to you, oeither is 10 G for you." This,
the first and most abeord of the meny retarding infle-
encas which have obstructed the development aod dme
provement of the art of midwifery, was soon, howsver,
destined to dissppear like a thin, unsubstantisl mist before
ke strong bright intellacts whicl were about to arise and
conanme it for ever,

The history of midwives during the fifty years wo are
now eensidering wonld searcely be complete ware we nob
to mention the existence of a remaikable document en-
titled, * The Midwives" juat complaint, and divers other
wel-afferted gentlewomen both in city and country, shew-
ing to the whole Chelstian world the just coose of their
long-sufferings in these distracted times for want of
hu&ing, and their great fear of the continuance of it"”
Which sad compluint waa tendered to the Houss on Tues-
dny, September 22nd, 1645 * It is too long to priat in thess
pages, but the fullowing extracts will give the reader an
iden of ite charister - —"" ]-]'.l.u.ubljl th#wnlg-. Thust wherans

many miseries dos attend apoen cleill wae, Lo, We were
i lnrnn‘r'lr wall 'p-n.i& and h]-g]ﬂ:r r\e-'\-'];lr.r,teﬂ in our 'pq'ri;be- for

* Londum: prioted for 1,8, L6id,
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our grest =kil and midoight industry ; bot now our art doth
fuil u=, and little gettings have we in this age, barren of
all matural joyee, and only froitful in bloudy calamities
Wa degire, tharefors, for the battar propagation of sur owne
beneflt, and the general good of all women, wives may no
longer gpare their huebands to be devoured by the eword.
We bave with muooh horror and astonishment heard of
Eenton Batuille, the Batailles ot Newbary, the Battla of
Marstan-more, the Battle of Naseby, whersin many worthy
members and men of great ability ware lost to the numbaer
of many thousande, wﬁu:h' doth make us humbly to com-

ine that blood may not hereafter bo shed in such manner,
ar many men, hepeful to have begot a race of soldiers, were
there killed on & sudden, before they had performed any-
thing o the benefit of midwives," is not very decantly
worded complaint moay be found in a eollection of pamphlets
presented to the British Museum by George IIL
Aliee Dennds,

This royal midwife attended Anne of Denmark, Queen
of Jamed I, whod she was sonfined with the Princess Mary
in 1603, for we find by writ dated 28th the following
order: ** To Alice Dennis, midwife, the sam of £100 for
ker pains and attendance upon the Quaen, as of his High-
ness's [ree gilft and reward, without peconnt. lmprest, or
other oharge to be get on her for the same.” A short time
befora her confinement the King and Queen were at New-
markeat, and Sir Dudley Carlton writes to Mr, Winwood :*
“ Here is much adoe about the Queen's lying down, sod

& suit mude for offices of carrying the Iiu'tra shudf, hold-

the back of the chair, door-keeping, cradle-rocking,

stich-like gossips’ tricks.” Soon after this they were
at Whitehall, and Samuel Calvert weites to Winwood: * The
Hing and Queen are all now st Court; the Quesn expecis
delivary within . month. There is grent preparation of
narses, midwives, rockers, and other officars, to the number
of forty or more.” For her confinement the Queen petired
to Greanwich, and Culvart ngnin writes to Winwood 1 # The
Qnesn expects her delivery every hour, snd prayers are
dayly snid everywhere for her safaty. Thera i great pre-
paration for the ohristening chamber, and coatly forniture
provided for performance of other ceremonien”  Thess
wust indeed have been carried oub on o magnificent seals,
for wa find mwongst his Majesty's extracrdinnry disburse-
ments, * The Queen’s child-bed and other neceasary pro-
vidons for that thee £52,542."°F Tpon the acme day Win-
wood peceives noother letter from John Pecker, who snys:
“The Queen iz not yet deliverad, but is come to the end of
her reckoning. The midwives are hore attending, bub she
will not apeal with any of them till ehe hath need of their
Imlp, neither will she yet signify which of them she will
omploy until the onsyness or hardness of hor travaile doth

her ta it We have gean that Alice Dennis was the
one at leagth selected.

How much better off was this Quoeen thun Henrletia
Marin, wife of Charles L., who, when delivered in this same
palace of Prince Charles Jumes in 1628, ** Had neither phy-
miciam nor other professional aid mear her; and when her
terriflad attendanta brought the good old woman who
upeally officiatod af Greenwich, that funotionary, overeome
by the iden of the exalted rank of her paticot, swoonmed
awny with fear the moment ahe approached the Queen, and
was ohliged to be varried out of the royal chamber,” ]

By writ of Privy Seal, dated Augunst 6th, it appesrs that
Alioe Dennin wis prosent and officiated ot the birth of the
Pringesa Sophin,  The order for her payment iz dated
Beptember drd, 1006. * To Alice Dennis, Midwife to the
Queen, the sum of £100."

Margeret Marcer,

By writ dated Docamber 10th, 1603, this midwife wus
orderad to repair to Heidelberg, there to attend the delivery
of * Wiz Mujesty's dearest danghter the Princess Electreaa
Palatine,” and by oeder dated January, 1616, she wnarpai.d
the sum of 254 4. * in full payment and discharge of the
charge of her said jonrney, nmfii: other poraons attendi
and accompanying her from London to Heidelberg an
bask agnin, appearing by her bill of partioulars, subaerbed
ﬂnlln'ﬂd by us acecrding to the tenour of the said Privy

* Winwood Memorials, wol. i, p. 6.
t Trath brought to Light, &e 1653
1 Sirickland's Quéeens of En vk iv, P 162,
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Crarrer ITL—Spventeenrs Cewrrar (continued).

AT length n period arrived in the history of English mid-
wifery which all who ara interestad in this branch of medi-
eal practice must leok upon with unfeigned plessure and
pride. Harvey, the gimple and trusting servant of nature—
Harvey, homoured by king and country, and justly com-
aiderad by Fnglish physicinne as their prondest croament,
practised ot this time as 4 man-midwife, and wreote wpon
ovology, ohstebeioy, and gynmcology with so mush crigioality
and foree that his inatroctiona and observations may skill
be read with advantage and interesk,

Obatetriciane of both pexes may well exult in the fact
that the immortal Harvey waa the flest to rescue English
midwifery from ite age of darkness, Is it not characteristic



Taz Lawoer, ]

DE. J. H. AVELING ON ENGLISH MIDWIVES.

[Mar 4, 1872 £09

of the great master-mind of Harvey that he should have
ghossn to earn his bread by practizing the branch of his
professlon which at that time wae most despised P Tt was
& grund, hrowd intellect which conld at the swme time teach
the profoundest phyeicions and the moat ignorant midwives,
without n fealing of pride In the former or of condescension
in tha lnster, To Harvey Nature was paramount ; and, who-
ther it were in the king's chamber or the pessant’a cotbaga,
her works were 8o him equally noble and I]ut.erfmiug, "ﬁm
obetetrizal writings of this fether of Eoglish midwifery
were transiated into onr own languege, in 1663, by his
faithful and admiving friend Sir Giuria Ent; and their
benefloial influence npon the practice of this conntey can
mm]r be over-estimaled. He did not content himsetf
with serving wp in n now form the traditions of the nooients,
but songht and obtained pew information from the immea-
dinta study of Naturve, ** About the seorets of Nature,” his
trapalator says, * it was hia cholce to comsult Nature hep.
galf.”  The influence of his method is distinctly traceable
1in the writinge of Dwe. Pereival Willughby, n distingnished
man-midwife, who wsa n contemporary mnd friemd of
Harvey.® Ha, in hiz * Coon Midwife's Upnscalum,”
acknowledges how much he is indebied to his honoured
good friend Dr. Hurvey in tho following well-descrved
sulogy: “I know none but e Harvey's directions and
method, the which I wish all midwives to observe sod
follow, and oft to read over and over mgaing and in so
du.l.tl&t]m}' will batber obsorve and nnderstond and remam-
ber the snyings and doings of that most worthy, good, snd
learned Doctor, whose memory ought to bea hn.i for ever in
groat cateerm with midwives and ¢ Id-heuinﬁ women,'”

Dre, Hurvey denounees the meddlosome midwifery of his
time, and rebukes * The younger, more giddy, and officious
midwives, who mightily hestirre themeelves and provoke
the expulsive faoulty, and who, persuading poor women to
{heir three-legirad stool before the time, do wenry them out
und bring tham in danger of thair lives.”

In the ¥ Conptry Midwife's Opuseolom,” + moy be found
geaphic deacriptions of the midwife of this peried. Dr,
Willoghby practised as & man.midwifa both in Dorby and
London. Ho was the son of SBir Percival Willughby of
Wollaton, and his writings prove him to have beon a skiIfuL.
kad, and honest gentleman, He finds the snme fanlt with
midwives aa Harvay, They were too officious, and would not
enfiaiently trost to the workings of natore. He speaks of
T high and lofty, coneeited midwivos, vyt will loavo nothing
unattempted tosave theireredits nnd closk their ignorances™;
of their using * pothocka, pack-needles, silver spoons, thateh-
ery’ hovks, wnd koivew, (v eghow Lbeie foegined skily” He
tallaof a midwife who, in Threadnesedla-glreet, canzed several
wmn{uﬂ'nma to hold her patient by the middle whilat that
sha with others pulled the child by the limba one way, and
the women her body the other way ; of another who bad her
patient teesed in & blanket, * hoping ¥t this viclant motion
wonld foree the child out of her body ;™ also of & patient he
was called to whom he found * very pals and faint, having
adying countennned, and her midwife nob ntt.ent]ln'g her
work, but pulling Ler by the nose to keep life in her.'

If euch terrible doinga as theee were common, and all
writers of thia period concur in eaying that they were, wa
cannot wonder at the eforh which was made b this timea to
improve the education of midwives, The natural process of
Ixbour wis rendered frightful by the ingessant and violenh
interferoncos of these i: norant women., Willoghby tells
us of & woman who had been eo eruslly tortured by her
midwife that she determined never more to employ one;
“and ever ginee the woman, ao soon as sha perceiveth her
Inbeur appromcking, shes ciuseth a flee to be made in her
chamber, and her husband beingelth her into the chamber,
und after the takiog of their leaves one of ye othor, hes,
with her desire und consent, locketh her in the reome, and
tometh fo more noto her until ehe knocketh, which is the
signe of ber delivery to him and such woemen as bee in the
bouse,”  Dr, Willnghby was sincerely intereated in the im-

* UIkere cume in'e w7y houwss st Darby my bosomred goed frlend D,

H-r;; {18458)."— Olpnrenlym,
% The writer possesaes the teo MS. eopios of 0t mentivoed by
Dr. Deminan in his * Intmdoetion 1o Midwifery,* One belonged, o
ﬁﬂ_ﬂ thenp gince, o the lsle Mr. Blenkinsop of Warwick, who printol 1060
tapies of it; it had sever befrs bisu published (o Englsnd, bat wad trons-
Istin} and pronted &t Leyden i 1784, with the title "Veosldkosdige A rmer-
birpin.™ A& afall edrlie? aod less eomplels M5, (han the fwe mentionad
in jo the British Museam, Sloan MSs., 520, De Maerperls Tractalue.

provement of midwives, and never loat the opportonity of
impressing upon them the necessity and adveninge of leav-
ing caees of natural labour to the safe econduet of * the in-
visible midwife, Dame Noture,” Hesaya: * I desire that
all midwives may gain o good ropute, wod bave & bappy
engeesse in all their undertakings ; and that thelr know-
ledge, charity, patience, with tender compassion, may mani-
fest their worths among their women, and give their women
just cause to love, homowor, and to esteem them. ‘The mid-
wife'a duty in a natural birth is no moers but to attend and
wait on Nature, and to receive the child, aod (if need re-
gquira) to help to feteh the wfter-birth, and ber best care
will bée to #ee that the women and child bee fittingly and
decently ordered with neceseary conveniences, And let mid-
wived know that they bee Matore's servania. Let them
alwaya remember that gentls proscsdings (with moderata
warm keeping, and baving thoir endesvours duleified with
gwaet words) will best ense and relieve and soonest deliver
their labouring women.” What a bleesing for Emglish
women that such a benign teacher existed at this sarly
ariod !
P Lre. W illinm Seérmon, another distinguished physician and
man-midwife of thia period, also wrote s book,* his motive
for doing which he deseribes as follows:—'" The sarions
consideration of the intolerable misery that many women
are daily incident o, cccasioned chielly by breeding and
bringing forth children ; and the want of help io soch de-
plorable eonditione, by reason of the anskilfulvess of somme
which pretend the art of midwifery, &c, yet not in the
least pequainted with the varions diseaees which frequen
nfflict the fomnle sex in such times, hoth been one prined
motiva to me ot this time to undertuke the publication of
this treatise,” His firat chapter ia npon * the antiguity of
midwivea and what manner of women they onght to be™
He says, © Amongst thoss that have practised physis, thore
are many that have applied themealves most of nll to de-
liver women ; and that they might be distingnished from
othera, they wers frequently called conning women, or
otherwise cansed themselves o be so onlled ; for women
are of such a disposition (especinlly in these deye) that
they desire to excel men, or &t least wonld seem to go ba-
oid thetn ; whereby it may be easily known that there
nwve heen some women that have proctised physic, and
others that were employed in the delivery of women, And
these last took upon them three thinge. The first was to
make (thers ba too many of that trade now) and to joyn
the husband and wife; lkewise to pass their judgmont
whether they were fit and capakle, or elee wnable, and so
{neufleiene to howe imsus or beget ohildvent The sacond
was, to be prosent at the dalivery of women, which work
was committed to nome but such that have had children.
(4e Plato eaith) one cannot be go apt and skilfol in ex.
ercising n work nob known, as they which hive bad tha
perfeet knowledge and experience thereof: neither did
the eaid midwives attompt this art till they were pmat
childbearing, becansa Diana (patroness of women in ehild-
bed) was barren: and also a woman that bearsth children
in over-much troubled, go they are more nnfit to labour in
euch m great worke. The third was to dingoose pregnancy,
virginity, &c.” Ha thus describos what maoner of women
midwivea onght to be. " As concerning their peraons, they
muat be neither too young nor too old, but of an indifferent
age, between both ; well composed, not being eubject to
dispases, por deformed in any part of their body; comely
and neat in their apparell, their banda small and fingers
long, not thick, but clean, their puils pared very closs;
they ought to be very chenrfull, ploasunt, and of » good dis-
conres ; etreng, mob idle, bub sccustomed to exervies, that
thay may be the more able (if need require) to wateh, &e.
Touwching their deportment, they must be mild, gentle,
eourkeons, sober, chaat, and patiest; oot quarrelacmes mor
g:'hu]lrgri-:k; naither musb I.]:E"g be sovelouos, nor repord nmny-
thing whatsoever they henr or see in soeret, in the pirson
or house of whom they deliver; for, a8 oneeaith (sic), it is ot
fit to commit her into tha hande of ragh and dronken women,
thmt im in trmwel of her firsut child. As concerning their

® The Ladies" Compnolon, or the English Midwife. London.

T " 10 timae past bolors women oaino to the marringe bed, thoy wers il
szarched by the midw.fi; mod those enaly which she slowe of s fraciful,
werm admiite 'I.I The Bk W.man's Privats Locklng-glarse, Ty D
mugor Nopwieh, Losden, 1838, See slao N, Bocheus e Mockis Mul,
eap, 20,
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minde, they must be wise and discreet; able to flatter and
Eenk many fair worda, to no other end but only to deceive

e apprebensive womean, which ia a commendabla decaipte,
and allewed, when it ia done, for the good of the person in
distrese,"

Dr, Sermon makes the sume complaint of midwives as
Harvey and Willoghby. * Some,” ha saya, * there are
{not wanting in ignorance), being over-hasty to busie them-
eelvea in matters they know not, destroy women, by
tearing the membrane with their naile, and ao let forth the
waber (at least) to the iteat danger and burt oot only of
the woman, but of the ehild, which remuning dry, the water
being sent forth before the time appointed, and aometimes
befors the child iz well turned, whish hath been the death
of many women and children teo” The lmpatience of
midwives geems to have been their greatest fault, for he
n}‘l:;jgnin, in chap, 23" Above wll things, let not the
midwita presume to foree the woman to labour befora har
duoe time,'"

What a contrast to the conscientioua writers already al-
luded to wag that clever, canting charlatan, Nicholus Cul-
peper, ™ atudeot io physic and astrologie,” whe about this
time published a v Biractu:j for Midwives,” whom he ad-
dresesa thna =—* Worthy Matrons,—You are of the nnmber
of those whom my soul loveth, and of whom I make daily
mention in my prayra,  1f you plesss to make experience
of my rules, they are very plain and easie enough, neither
are they so meany that they will burden your brain, nor so
few that they will be insuficient for your necessity. If you
make nge of them, you will find your work easie, you need
not call for the help of o map-midwife, which isa disporage-
ment, not only to yourselves, bat also to your profession.”
What groes flattery is here, and what mischievona advies,
His book, despicable then® ns it is now, i, ns one might ex-
pect, barren of all nseful nformation, and his intention in
writing ib must bave been to obtaln practice from the mid-
wives in return for his fulsome adolation. The following iz
hie dedication: “ To the Midwives of England Nich, Cul.
peper wishoth suecess in their ofice in this world, and o
crown of glory in that to come."

Before closiog this chapter, let ua consider for o moment
whatl manoer of mwen thesa were who undertoek to enlightan
mnidwives, nod to raise their arl from the deptha of super-
etition and ignoranes in which it lay.

Nicholas ESJpepat did nothing for the improvement of
midwifery, and need not ba further noticed,

Dir, Peter Chamberlon wes n Doctor of Medicine of Padua,
Oxford, nnd Clmhr:idgc, n Fellow of the Roynl ﬁl}llcgq of
FPhyaicinns of Loodon, and Physicinn in Ordinary to three
Kinga and Quesns of England.

Dr. William Harvey was a Dootor of Medicine of Padua,
Cambridge, and Osford, a Fellow of the Rayal College of
E&ruwhnt of London, Physicinn Extroordioary to James L,

Phyeician in Ordinary to Charlea L.

e, Percival Willughby was a son of Sir Percival Wil-
Iughtby, of Waollaton, and grandson of Sir Franels, so famous
in the time of Qoeen Elizabeth, He married Elizabeth,
deughter of Sir Franeizs Coke, of Trusley. He was a BLA. of

d, and sn Extra-Licentiate of the Royal Coliege of
Phyeivians of Loodon,

Dr. Willinm Sermon wag o Doctor of Medicine, and one
of the Physiciane in Ordinary to Charles LI,

Independently of their genins and learning, it will be ob-
served that these self-constituted instructors of midwives
wore moh of high social and medical position. Had they
congidered the stndy and practice of midwifery benenth
their dignity, how disastrous wounld it have been to Englieh
mothers, and who ean gay how much longer the dark agea
of midwifery would huve continued in this country,

® " Tl [Hrdetory for MEdwives ia the moat desperataly defiolent. Exsopl
ha (Colprper) wril 1t for necpsalty, be conld certainly have never beon so
mimfnl to have expaasd it to the ght* (The Complant Midwife's Prastices,
enlarged ) Land. 1653},

Wav 4, 1878



Tee Lawmoer

ENGLIEH MIDWIVES; THEIR HISTORY
AND PROSPECTS.
By 1. H AVELING, MDD,

FUTHICIAN FO THm CuNELEEL WMORFITAL Todf WOMEN, axiwiweEnr oF
HiDWIVER POl THE obsTirnidil SO0CIETT OF LONDON, ETC,
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Bifrs, Jone Sharp.

Tux first English midwife who atbempted to enlighten
sher gistar practitioners, by publishing a book upon mid-
wifery, wea Mra. Jane Sharp, of London, She dedicated her
work to Lady Ellsnour Tulbutt; and it was pablished by
Bimon Miller, at the Star, nt the west end of 8t Paal's, in
1671, under the title of ¥ 'T'he Midwivea Book, or the whola
artof Midwifery discovered ; directing ohild-benring women
how to behave themeelves,” Mra Jane Sharp describes her-
gelf as **a practitionsr in the art of midwifery above thirty
years." Bhe beglos her volume with an address to the mid-
wives of England :—

“ Bigturs,— I havo often eate down smd in considerntion
of tha many miseries women exdure in the hands of noekil-
ful midwives; many pmfeaai?‘?; the art (without any ekill
in anatomy, whiok ia the priscipal part efectunlly necessary
for o midwile,) merely for lucre's sake., T have been sk

at coet in tranelations for all books, either French,
uteh, or Italisn, of the kind. All which I offer with my
own exparienca; humbly begging Almighty God to aid you
in this great work ; and am your affectionate frisnd,
Jane SHare,”

After this follows an intreduction upon the necessity nnd
uwsefulneas of the art of midwifary.

“The nrt of midwifery,” ghe says, *is doubtlesa one of
the most useful wnd necessary of oll arta for the boing and
will-being of mankind, and therefovs it ia a:t.t'emelf riqul-
sita that a midwife be both fearing God and faithfol, and
expeeding well experienced in that profession.  Her fidelity
ghould find mot ouly a rewnrd hers from man, but God hath

iven m gpecial example of it in Ezod, i, in the midwives of
ﬂraal. who were g0 faithful to their trust that the command
of 8 king eonld not make them depart from it—wviz. : * But
the midwives feared God, and did not as the king of Egypt
commanded {hem, but saved the men-children alive, There.
fore Grd doalt woll with the midwives; and because they
feared God he made them hooses,’

* As for their knowladge, it must be twofold, epeculative
und practical, Bhe that wants the koowledgs of apecala-
tion 11 like to one that s blind, or wants her sight; she
that wants the praotios ia like one that is lamae, and wanta
ber legs.  The lume may ses, but they capnot walk; the
blind moy walk, but they cannot seee.  Bach is the condition
of these midwives that are nobt well versed in both these,
Bomeg perhips miny think that then i% is mot proper for
women bo be of thie profession, bocause they cannot attain
o rarely to the knowladge of things as men may, who are
bred up in univarsities, sehools of lenrning, or sarve their

upprenticeshipe for that end and purpose, whers anstomy |

leetnres being fraquently read, the sitnation of the parts
both of men and women, and other things of great con.
saquence, are often made plain to them, Bub that ohjeotion
Iz eagily anawerad by the former exnmple of the midwives
among e Iscpelites ; for though we women canoot deoy
that men in some things moy come t0 o greater perfection
of knowledge than wowen ordinarily can, by reason of the
former helps thet women want, yet the Holy Seriptures
hath recorded midwives to the perpetasl honour of the
female sex. There being wot so much as ope word con-
cerping men-nidwives mentioned there that we can fad, it
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| boing the natoral propriety of women to be much-zeeing in
that art; mnd though naturs be not alone suificient to the

erfoction of it, yet farther knowledga may hsagninad by a
ong and diligent practice, and be communios to others
by cur own eex. I ocannol deny the benour due to able
physisians and ehyrurgions, when oconsion i5; yeb we find
even that amongst the Indinns, aod oll barbarons pecple,
whers there is no men of learning, the women are sufficient
to perform this dity ; apd even in our own nation, that we
need go no further, the poor country pecpls, where thera
are none but women to assist (unless I;:hu thosa that are
exaeedingly poor, and in o etarving condition, and then
they have more peed of meat than midwives), the women
are fruitful, nnd as eafe and well delivered, if not much
mare fruitful, and better commonly in childbed, than the
greatest lndies of the land.

# [t ie not hard words that perform the work, ra if none
underatood the art that cannot understand Greek, Words
ars but tha sghell that we ofttimes break our teeth with
theim to eoma at the kernel—I mean our brains to know
what is the mesning of them ; but to have the eame in our
mother tongne wonld snve us o great denl of needloss
labonr. Tt is commendable for men to employ their apara
time in wome things of desper speonlation than is reqoived
of tha femnale sex ; but the art of midwifory chiefly concerna
ug, which even the best learned men will grant, yielding
something of theirown to us when they nre foresd to borrow
from wa the very nome they practize by, and to call them-
selven man-midwiven,

“PBut to avoid lopg preambles in o mattor so clear and
avident, I shall proceed to set down such rules wivd method
oomeerning this art as I think needfol, and that as plainly
and briefly na I possibly can, and with as moch modeaty in
worde a8 the matter will benr ; und becuuee it is commonly
maintained that the maseuling gendar is more worthy than
the fominine, though perhaps whera men hove need of ns
they will yield the priority to us, that I may not forsake
the orlinary ma‘r.ho-cl? I shall hegin with men, and treat last
of my own sex, eo ss b0 be understood by the meaneet
capaoity, desiring the courteouns reader to uee Az mugh
mlesiy in the perussl of it as T have endeavonred to do in
the wrlting of I, consldering that such an art as this cannot
e gol forth bub thet young men and maides will have much
juet couse to blush sometimes, and be ashnmed of their own
follies, ae I wish they may if they shall chanos to read it,
that they may not convert that inte evil that is really in-
tended or & general good.”

Mre, Sharp’s book 12 & 12mo of 418 pages, in six books.
Ench bovk contnins chnplers voryiog in number from aix to
eighteen. A few exiracts from it will show some of the
peoulinrities of her practics.

* Tha eaglo glone held near tha privy parks will draw
forth the child ns the loadstons draws iron, but ba sore, a0
goon o8 the child and after-borthen are come nway, that you
hold the stone no longer, for fear of danger," *—n. 194,

o It will be prefitable, whes a woman hath bad 4 sora
tenval, bo weap ber back with & sheapskin, newly flead off,
and let her lig in it ; and to lay o hereskin, rub'd over with
hare’s blood newly prepared, to her belly."

Mra. Sharp was o believer and expert im astrology.
Bpeaking of ftables for caloulaking the inflnence of
planets npon the birth, she saye, “I have found no table
conoarning this business hove any troth in it ; wherefore I
have drawn forth ome exactly, which you may rely upon,”
which extracrdinary production may be found at pagze 145,

A fourth edition of this book, printed after Mre. Sharp'a
denth, sontaing the following address from the publisher to
the render ;—

“The eonstant and anwearied ioduatry of this ingenions
nnd wall-skilled midwife, Mrs. Jane Ehru-[-. together with
ber groat experience of wnatomy and physick, by the man
years of her practice in the wrt of midwifery, hath suffi-
ciently recommended her lnbours, and mads them more
than ordinary nesful, and much desired by all that either

* Ihe falinwing passeg, TEARnEINCET [rom Sa%sn by Thi Hev, U Gaekarhe,
in hin ™ Leeshdums &e. of Karly England,” shuws 1hat ut o vory early porhs
prod neda of the 1egeiabile hingdom mwene supposed to poscsess 1hia mirsenlous
pomer =" jn arder that & wife may qubckly belng foorh, take sesd of
sorlander eleven grolns or thirern, Emr. them with o throad on a clean
Thuen eluah ) let Lhen 6 perdon tekethem who = a persos of maeidenhood, o
bay or o maldas, and Told thms ot the [olt ibigh, Bear the netora, and &
noon Ex all the tortion he dose, remove eway the leechdom, lest part of
ithe inwards fu therealter,"—¥ol. L. p, El&,
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knew her person and experienced har mrtful ekill, or aver
rend this book, which of Inte by ite scarconess bath besn so
much enguired after, will, I guestion not, be sc much
valued and ostoemed by all aa to have many after impres-
giona,—1I am your well-wisher, il

This edition iz embellished with a frontispieca divided
into three purta. The first represents o woman in bed after
delivery, the midwife sitting beside her and offering a basin
with & spocn in it A woman i3 standing before the flre
warming a towel 3 another iz attending the buby in neradle.

'he second pert Is m christening procession, the midwife
walking in front with the child ; ladies and gentlemen, arm
in arm, follow, the former with fans in t handa. The
third delipeates a elbristening fenst ; the party ia sittiog
round & table buving bottles and glasscs wpon it, the parson
in bande and gown being the most prominent figure.

No mention ia made of Mre. Jane Sharp in the biographies
of Bue or Delacoux, nor ia her book muoch qua!i Wil-
Tughby, bowaver, severely criticiees bor mothod of trenting
oarm-presentations, althongh bhe approves of her medical
treatment of mencrehagia and convulaiona.

Ifies Willughby.

One of Percivall Willaghty's two danghters waa in.
gtruoted by her father in the art of midwilery, and if the
acenant ha gives of ber be not too partial, we most conclnda
that ahe, nader his able taition, became an accomplished
midwife. Bome idea of the diffionltiea she bad to encounter
in obtaining hor knowledge may ba gathered from the fol-
lowing ohearvation writben by her father in 16556: “1 waa
sont for from Stafford to come to o lady heyond Congerton.
Her midwifs had kept her several days in lnbonr, took
my daughter with mee.  Wee travelled all night, and wea
were wetted with much min to our skine, Wee caome by
break of day to the pleee. Dut thia lndy was dead, un-
delivered, befora our coming.”

Boan after this Mia Willurhby removed with her faother
to London, forin 1668 we find her attending a Mra, Wolnston,
a watchmaker’s wife, by the Old Exchangs, in * Threed-
nieedle-gtreet, whe had had mueh tugging: and strogpling
usage”™ from her midwife in previons lnbours T3,
Waolaston had a happy snd spesdy delivery, so0 much eo
indead that *shes n to grieve and complain (not
Imnﬂniﬂg the child was born), and be gay, *Now I shall
full into my old paines and sefferinge, and perceive that it
will be no better with mes. My daughter smiling (saye
Willnghhy), ssked hor what shes mesnt, and whether shes
hiad two children, for one wos born.  Bhe ecarcely believed
it, wotil thad phes hoard the ohild to cry. Tho aftcr-hirth
baoing fetched, and shos Indd in ber bed, sbes fook my
daughter by the hand, nnd eaid to her, * Surely you have
art in these fingers, otherwise so gquickly a.m{ guppi_]y I
shonld not have beon delivered,' ™

In this smme year we find Mizs Willoghby attending a
lady in her confinement during which an interosting scens
took plage, It is thue described by her father:— In Mid-
dlesex, mnno 1658, my daoghter, with my aesistance, de-
livered Bir Tennebas Evan kﬂhlﬂdj"ﬂf m living danghter. All
the morning my danghter wag much troubled, and teld me
that shee feared that ye birth would come by ye butioaks.
About seven o'cloek that night laboor approached. Ab my
danghter’s request, unknown to the ln.lfy, I crept into the
chamber npon my hande nnd koees, nod roturned, and it was
not pereeived by ye lady, My daughier followedl mes, and

being deceived thromgh hast fo go awsy, said that it
wag ye bhead, but ghes afivmed the contrary ; however, if it
shoold pravs ve bullooks, that ghes Inew how o daliver
her. Her howhand's great Oliverinn power, with some rash
expressions that he nttered, flowing too nnhandsomely from
his month, dismayed my davghter.t BShe could pot be
quietad votil I erept privately agnin tho eecond time into

e chamber, and then I found her words trone. I willad

er to bring down a foot, the which shee soon did, but be‘:nﬁ
muoh disquieted with fonr of ensning danger, shee praye
mEn b CUITF 0T the vert of the work.™

At this peried the mpp.midwife wae pot employed in
ardinnry cages, his nesigtancs being only spught when in-
stromomtel interferenoo became neceasary. ﬁuaplg-mnltd

* This Iniy is deszribed in the Blsan MS, ss " wile to one of (Hiver's

aifanfuree,'"
1 From the Eloon ME. we learn that the oahendsome words were thepe,
“Whng luck Dol Bo to b delwded bF chililren aud fools,”

prejudice ngainet the male practitioner in midwifory existed
at this time, and the midw]i]:eu thamealves, althoogh th
were glad enongh to have hie assistance when in difi-
eulties, were, on all other coonsions, move wiolant than soy
other glass in dencuncing him, In the iosteoctions of &
famong and dying midwife to ber donghter® & case i3
related in which she consented that a chivugion shoald be
called im, i‘)‘rnri{!ad that the patient might not ses him,
being fearful lest ehe ehounld die with spprebension and
ghame, In thia inastance the midwife peraunded her patient
to elide down towards the foob of the bed, and durkened the
room on thet side where the man-midwifa was to coms,
Ahe would have him perform hiz work as Willughhy did,
unknown to the lady, ™ 8o that it he concealed from the
woman all her life long; nor that she see the chirogion
any more.”

Little more is known of Miss Willoghby except that both
she and her sister were marriéd, the one to Mr, Hard, and
the other (the yonnger) to Mr. Burton, of Derby.

HMra, Willughby.

Dir. Willughby describes this lady as = a good kioewoman
of mine (Mra Willaghby) that wae a long experimented
midwife, of much practics, and of good repute with women,
dwelling in Weatmninster and London. In epeaking of the
proper method of l]E]iTE!'J'.'IJR n woman of twing, ha EAFR;
* Thie good woman afgured mee that shos bod lobd severall
women of twing, and that shea never foreed the second birth
by breaking of the wabers, and that shes hod lefe thesm
women for elx houres or longer, and after her comming
ognin that then shes bad deliversd them safaly of the
second child™ This plan of treatment, it may be added,
howevar, he did not approve of.

In Willnghby's writings the names of many of the mid-
wives with whom he eame in contact are to be foand
“ Goodwife Bpencer,” “ Midwife Heywood," and * Midwifs
Grettom,” all of Derby., “ Margaret Eempeo, midwifo ab
Abbot's Breamley,” * Ann Bradfoed, at Walton, midwifs,"
o Mrys. Bhaw, midwifa, ¢f Staffurd." © Fellioe Holllnghursf,
midwife at Rodeeley in Staffordahira,™ “Elizaheth “Fﬂlhm'.
of Stafford, o butcher's wife,” ~ Elizabeth Korkio,” who
muat have practized in London or ite neighbourhood, fee
by her = gtrugling, halings, and enforesments,” ghi wo is-
jured & wornan that she bad to be taken to 5t Thomas's
Heapital in the year 1650  And one Mra. Shaw, of whom
he writes ag followa: " There was s scandalons report io
London with which an old midwife was epotted; that,
through s mistake, instesd of the after-birth shee pulled
away the womb, of which the woman dicd.  Tiat T will eob
bew eo injurions to old midwives sz to give credence to such
unworthy reports,  Altheugh I koow agenredly thai some
of them do not (ne they ehonld) understand their practice
and dayly undertakings.” In the Bloan MS., after relating
the doinga of two ignorant midwives, he adds, reiterating
the sentiments of Andrew Boord end the two Peter
Chamberlens, I could henrtily wish vt soma publick good
erder might be made for ye better educating of all, espe-
cially ye yonger midwives, for {:ghhe]p.ing and eaving of

mothers and their children, cn ya menneat of ya
woman, nob knowing how otherwise to live, for the E:Hlﬂ.g
of n ehilling or two to eustain their necessities, becoms

ignorant midwives, their travailing women suffer tortures.
It would be better to make eoch midwives nurschespers,
rather than (such as they would be called) midwives"

s, Eabany t

This Eoyal midwife aitended Mary of Modena, ueen of
James II., when she waa delivered, on June 1ith, 1687, of
James Froneis Edward, afterwards ealled the Pretender.
Dr. Hogh Chamberlen waa to have been present, buf, hap-
pening Lo be away sceing a patlant at Chatham, he did not
return In time. The Prince was by many believed o be »
suppoaititions ohild ; and Mrs. Labany was pecosed of
having brought the infant into the bed, some said cut of 2
warming-pin, and others throvgh o door nt the back of the
hed. Dr. Chamborlen, however, in his letter to the Prineess
Bophin,] showed the absurdity of this hypothesis, How-
aver muah Mre, Lnbany moy hove bean blamed for ber sup-
posed treachery to the nation, she received from the King,

} OnDe Labete. Broickacds Gucens: Boba's Bdltion, vel
sabadie. Btrie 'n il cdltiom, LY
Hloan MH,, 4107, p. 150 : ’
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at tha hands of Bidney Lord Godolphin, the enormoeus fes
of 600 guiness®—n sum more than eoflicient to recompensa
bher for her ekill and compeneate her for any poouninry
logzes she may have sustained through her character being

milsrepresented.
Mrs. Wilkins,

Thia name must be added to tha et of Boyal midwivea;
for the Report of the Histarleal Commisslon, part i, p. 44,
8 that pmong Leovd Mostyn's eollection of mewa-letters
ke, from 1678 to 1692, i & pDotice " of the birth of the
Princa of Wales (son of James 11.), and a fee of 500 gninoens
to Mre. Williins, the midwife.” Ik will be obeerved that
this ie the snme sum as thet granted to Mrs. Labany. It
was oot unuenal for several midwives to be in sttendanes,
and it would seem that the same lee was granted to all,
whether they were potively employed or mot,

Juse 1, 1872, Y51



£20 Twe Liwcer

Juwe 15, 18TR

ENGLIEH MIDWIVES: THEIR HISTORY
AND PROSPECTS.
Er J. HO AVELING, WL.Ik,

FEYRICTAN T0 THE OWRLOEL TOSPITAT FOR WOMEN, EXLMTRER OF
MIDWIVES FOU TOE CESTRTEICLL SOCLETT OF LONDON, LTC,

Crsrree V.—Sevenressrn Oesrony (continued),
Rlizabelh Collisr,

Tois eelebrated midwife won for herself o pleee in Eog-
lish hietory, 8he was the owner of the tub from which the
“meal.tub plot” cbiained its name; and for the part she
took In this cbecure political movement she was, on tha
8th of April, 1680, arraigned before Lord Chisf-Justios
Beroggs for high treason.® It was then stated thet * Elizm-
beth Celligr and other falss traitors at tha parish of S8
Clerment Danes adviesdly, deovilishly, malicicusly, snd trai-
torously assemblad, united, and gathered themsslves toge.
ther, and then and there deviliahly, advizedly, malicionaly,
cunningly, and traitoronaly copenlted and agreeed fo bring
the said Lord the Kiog to death and fioal destroction, sad
to depose and deprive him of his crown and government,
and 80 introduce and establish the BEomish religion in this
kingdom.” 'I'a thia charge she plended = Hob guiliy,” and
during the trial defended herself most ably. The principal
witness againet her was Dangerfleld, whom she proved to
e an unpardoned oriminal, and consequently insapaile of
giving trustworthy evidence, Her conduct at this trial is
thus alluded to in some lines entitled “To the praiss of
Mys, Cellier, the Popish midwife™: ¢

"Yun t i the judges to interprat lnws

Ehe nrgennt how 1o I A rameey

Ydl.l tarned and wound, and rogasd L'm u.1. yOwr 'l'ﬂl

"Pwaa trind, oot of 1ile or d.mh Dt skl
The jury returned o verdiet of * Not poilky"; and afterwards
applisd, ae was cusbomary, to Mre. Colliar for n guinea npisce,
Bhe wrots to the foreman decliniog to pay them, and making
the following charmeteriatio offer:—* Pray, Sir, accept of
and give my most bumble service to yoursolf nod all the
worthy gentlemen of your paooel, and yours and their
several ladiea; and if you and they please, I will with no
leas ﬁde]itr perve them in their deliveries than yoo have
dons me with justios in mioe”

Elated har suecaas, Mg, Oellios rm'l:];nhaﬂ it hack afi
titled = Malice Defeated, or o Brief Relation of the Acoosn-
tion and Daliverance of Elizabeth Cellier, wherain the pro-
ceedinga hoth before and doring her Conflnement are parti-
enlarly related, and the Mystery of the ®Meal-fab' fully
distovered ; rﬁﬂhﬂ with an Abstract of her Arraignment
and Tryul, tten by herself for the eatisfaction of all
lovers of undisguised truth., Loudon, printed for Elizabeth
Callier, and are to be gcld at her honee in Arondel Strest,
near 8t Clement's Church. 18502 She beging this re-
markable work with n ghark personal histery: © T hope it
will not seem strange to n.u hemest wod loynl person, of
what way of religion soever, that I, being born and bred o
under Protestant prrents, should now openly profess myzs
of another Churoh,” She next deseriboz her life in prison,
and declares that whilst there she heard people being tor-
tored, and that she knew a great many other things, and
oould say wmch more * when His Mejesty males it nz eafe
to speak the trath os it is to do the contrnry.”” For the
ptatementas wade In this work she was ngain arrested and
tried for libel. The chorge to the jury van es follows:

*® Eiata Trinfs, 92 Charlon T1. ¥ Dritish Musenm, C, 30

t Tt was bidbeved by aome ihnt Gadbary wrote this hmi: ﬂu"ﬁujb
Paguet,” Prbd.n.'_l,j.p.l:ﬁ. 22ud, 1631,
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= You gentleman that are gworn,—Elizaheth Cellier stands
indited by the name of E. O, wife of Peter Callier, of the
Parish of St Clement’s Dansg, in ihe Connty of Middlesex,
Fent. 3 for b rl.t-a'hvrr, |!|:'ing af Lhﬂ-l’npﬁﬂl pa'liglo.u,unt,hu.viuz
the fear of God bafore her eyes, but boing moved and
siduced by the instigation of the devil, falsely and molici-

ougly endeavonring and intending Our Boversign ]'.rnrd.'

HKing Charles [T. that now is, and the Government of this
Kingdom of England by Inw established, to bring to hatred
and contempt &o., did falsely, maliciovaly and eeditioosly
write snd poblish o senndalous libel istitiled * Malice
Defeated,’ &o'*

Mra, Cellier was not an happy in her defence during thia
trinl. Fleading for mevoy, she said she was ooly o wesl
woman, and that she had loat her father and brother hoth
in a duy for the King, The truth of this latter statement
was, however, called in question by a writer in the ' Anti-
Roman Pacquet," ® who eays—" We could not bub laogh
whon iz hor lato Tlessed likel abe shammad (he warld with
s gtary of her families lovalty, father and brother, slin in
hia late Majosty's sarvice, &o, ; wherens we are assured that
‘her native name was Marshal, and her father a brasier (oot
fo dighonour the ludy's linesge with the more valgar nome
of tinker) in Canterbury, and her brother wet living at
Maidetone ; neither of them masters of any more loyally
than their neighbonrs. This brazen jgree is suitable to
her eomplexion,” At longth the trinl was brought to o
closa by the gnestion from the elerk of the Crown, ** How
eny you—ia Bligabeth Collier guilty of the writing, printing,
and publishing of the libel for which ghe standa indited, or
ook guilty P'*  Foreman : * Guilty” (at which there wea n
great ghout) ; and the vardict was recorded.

This trisl took place at the O1d Bailey on the 11th and
13th of Beptamber, 1650, and on the Iutter day the Eecorder
&v& hig judgment thus:—* Mra. Callier, the Court doth

fit for example’a sake thal a flne of one thousand
pounds be put apon you; that you be committed In execn.
tion till that thoveand pounds be paid; and becaoss n
pecuniary molet ie not a enffisient resompensa to justise
whiah you have effended, the Court doth likewise prononnee
ruinst you that you be pot on the pillory three seversd
duye in three several public places. To the firet plese, in
ragard ber braided ware received its first impression and
vent at ber own hones, ik ia thonght fit that she stand (as
near her own houss as eonveniently can be) between the
houres of Lwelve and one foran hour's space al the May.pols
I tha Steand oo the mosk notorions duy, I think there je &
market near that place; Iet it be on that day. At another
time that ahe stend at Covent-garden on p publick day the
lika ppaca of time, A third time that she atand at Charing-
crase on the most publick day for the space of an hour,
And, in the next place, that ehe find sureties for her good
bekavionr during her life. And in every place where she
ghall atand on the pillory some parcels of her booka shall,
in her own wview, be burnt by the hands of the eommen
bhangman, aud o poper of the cause to be put upon the
piliory.” ‘Ihen the Court charged the sheriff that be take
eare in avary placa for a sufcient guard that the peaca may
be kept, and she wae returned to the gaol.

When the time areived for 3lrs Cellier fo be placed in
the pillory, she feipnod sickness, having provided herself
with an ametie to wssist ber in prodocing suitable syn-
ptoma; bat as it wea expected that she would oes some
artifice to thwart the exacution of her eentencs, tha pre.
eaution had heen taten of telling her that her appearancs
in pablio wonld tale plane the day before the time aotuanlly
daoided npon 3 nod e, 0s Pranee says, “eho took her phy-
gick & day too econ.” TFinding herself beaten at bor own
wenpone (which conld pmot have been an easy taek if it be
troe that * her two enrdinal virtues wera ambitions impu.
donoe and o prodigions koaek of connterfeiting™), she de-
vised u gtill more eloborate seheme whershy she might atay
the hands of the Juw, the history of which s thus related
by Prauge:t—* Understandiog thet she wes to stand in
go0d earnest on the morrow, being Satorday, she vsed an.
other artifice, declaring herself with shild.  This wppenrad
improbable In a person of ber reverend years (Gfty odd).

* Frider, Oct. 200 h, 1850 Callipor'a, the baby Mldwife, her Prdiprea,

t Mr. Franoe's Anewer to Mra, Collier's Li &rg o whirh is wilded, the
Bdvanpare of the Bloody Hladder: a l.'rl.g]-nu'nllcll faren, actod with meneh
;il lanse ot N'-.vrpblt# by tho axid Mums, Collser, on Baturday, Sept, 18ih,

-lr“flﬂj' relatod by an eyes and exroriiness, 1690,

Captain B—— sanding her up word that she mnst prepare
to go forth to the wooden epgioe, she, in dyiog toone, Te-
plyed that ahe was not abla to etir oot of bed. Whereupon
he ordered three or four honest women to go up and dress
her, Thay accordingly, with moeh adoe, secoutred her; but
then she wonld pot stir a fool, a0 two men very gin%erlr
hronght her down, and would hove seated her in & chadr,
but she tumblad herself all along the floor, nnd reared out,
“Oh, my buek! Hold my baok; hold my eides. I am in
labouor ; onll some women,  For modeaty's suke lek the men
by gone, Tee not o woman o my eondibdon more bare.
barcusly than hesthens, mora savagely than Turks and
Indinos,” &o. At laat, after a world of groanings and a
thounsand bewitching wey faces, an abla phyaician and
several disereet women wera sent for, They searched her
go narrow]ly that they discovered the whole cheat, aud found
thit the gond lady wag no more with hearn than the town-
hl:", bt oml huvlhg OVET “!Fh‘t' prirahgig Ent&an n bladdes
af blend had waed ko okill in eroating the neecoosry oym-
tome, nod, preparing certain clots of it, had put them in
er body,"” &o. This iocident iz frequently referved o in
the broadsides of Lthe times r—
* And Madam Celliors there she stoad
With a biaddor which wos Glled with Bload™®
¥ Tha" ghe who midwive trade wall undaratood
» Migesrriod with her blodday cram'd with 'hlnmf."f
This Intter devica having failed, Mre, Cellier passed throngh
her trying ordeal on the 18th of September, 1680, A writer
anys:r * The gentence was exeoutad upon her in the presencs
of theosands of spectators, who (besides whole volleys of
ourses gpent on her), had it not been for o board that she
beld in her band to defond herself with, had cortainly
bralned her before she was taken down; but being by a
strong guard ot lust dolivered from the fury of the rabble,
abe was enrried back to prieon.”$ In n broadside published
on Dee. 20thE may be gsen 4 picturs of Mme. Callier seated
in front of the pillory near the May-pole which appeara ha-
hind in the Strand, and with o fire borping near, Many
men, armed with long staves, stond about the seaffold. Sha
holde & lnege shiald in ber hands, and iz dressed entively in
hlack, with & widow's hood on her bead. * A satire upen
BMma, Cellier's standing in the pillory by » peraon of
gualiky™ ia preserved in the Bribizh Museum.| The cha-
ricter of it may be gathered from tha following lines:—
“ Poor Calller, you hed bettor beonght to bed,
Anything, then w0 hove o plos in srlomph 18,
And tliud b B czosived Gilo the world®s arms
By dirt nnd wlaned aod ollver wirdike arra.”

Fiva days after sha appeared again upon the pillory, as
wa learn from the following notice in o newspaper of that
time =" Oun the 2ed ipstant our resowned championess,
Cullier, disgraced the pillory at Choring-oross.™

Unfortonately for Mra. Cellier her Biograply has been
written by her enemies. We must thecefors give ber the
benefit of evary doubt, and view with suspision every imputa-
tlon ngwinst her charactor, Her early history has alvendy been
mllnred ta, in which she i= snid to hava been the danghter of
o tinker in Canterbury. Daogerfisld,¥ bar former friend, but
afterwarda bitter enemy, eaya: *The aver memorable
Mme. Cellier (that notovions midwife that hea brought
abonodance more lies than ever she did children into the
world) was twanty years since wifo of & cartain merchent of
thiz city. She received into her bovee nn Italisn aod hos
negro servant, and foll in love with both, aod was delivered
annm after of o tawny-facod boy, to the great nmpzement of
all beholdera. Har hushand, overdone with grief, wenf to
Leghorn, where he ended his daya. Aboub twelve yenrs
sginoe she lived near Holbourn, and afterwarde mt West-
minster, whers she met a sccond husband, as ehe saya,
‘hearing the fieet was dead,” and by him shbe had divers
children, Ha nlso left Mrs. Celller and want to Barbadoes,
where ba died., She thon removed to the ﬂil-; of London,
whare she set up aud professed the crafh of midwifery, and
alen contrived to insinuste horself ints the affectione of one
Mr. Callier, a Froneh merchant, snd by degrens provailed
with him to marry her, Some time after this she removed

* Tha Solemn Mock Proresaion, Nov. 17th, 1680
H;ﬂl:ummuuumu on tha lnte wondetTal digcovary of the new Poplah Plot,
The Anfi-rman Poeouet, Pridsy, Oct. 0th,
Tin Deyid Parued or, the Hght Ssdale 1aid wpon the Right M
n rAmed ; OF, Ihi upon \ghit Mare.
% Amuwer to * Malics Defeatod.” 1030,
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to Arnndelstrest, whers she exercised her skill, and so im-
oved her husband’s busineea aa to producs a plentiful
ivelihood."

The writer af this eerap of blography was introduced to
Mre, Callier by one Brs, White, o midwife whom she bad
regovnd, like himself, out of fn‘unn by 1aying her foms.
He wus employed by Mrs, Cellier ostensibly in collecting
har hugband’s debte, but in reality as a political agent. A
oharacteriztic incident which occurred during their friend-
ship, relating to the proposed assnesination of Lord Shaftes-
bury, is mentioved by Munsell* Lady Powiz and Mra
Cellier were together when Dangerfield informed them that
he conld not sessssinate Lord Shaltesbury, Lm&; Powis, nn-
noyed, called him “ cow-bearted fellow,” and said she wonld
do it herself, Mrs, Cellier anawered, ** No, madam, that
whall never be, for T will malke the world knoow that our sex
are braver thas they of the masculine ; and wyaslf will go
and do the work.” Sha went, but Lord Shaftesbury, sua-
Eﬂ:ting mizschief, * kept a strict eve npon her, nud oheerving

er to be fumbling aboub her petticoat or pooketa, gently
laid his hands wpon hers, and plessantly drolled with her
until she laft.”” BShe, however, returned- pgain, as if with
freah reqolve, but he laid his handas on hera as before, and
“duaht her out of countenanes.” In the Lutteell collection
in the Hritiah Museum is & picture of ** Seleir Popich Mid-
wife,” holding n dagger behind her back, intendéd to repre-
gant the part she acted in this affairt The incident is also
refarred to in the satire before mentioned :—
W But who would think i from (e womas fine,

& thimg whom Maturs [l haa mada divine,

That ahe ghoald set suoh horeld harbaross things,

As Lo design to stob etatesmen, ond to murder kioge”
To msa all the available materials, and to give a foll
history lT Elizabeth Cellier, wonld involve entering into
the minutest details of the mysterious * meal-tub plot.”
Fat as it is mora partionlarly as a midwife we are interested
in her, this short sleteh of her political life muost soffice,
Without it it wonld be impoesible to obtain & comprehen-
sive view of her character. Bhe waa a fonrleas, ingenions,
unserupnlons, and energetie woman, similar in reputation
to Dame Ursnls Suddlechop.f  In testimony of her political
eminsnoe wa may quote the following lines written by an
inimical satirical Prolestant poet :—

" Thaun hnve you seen Pope Joan by far oubdonn,

Max, from Bea shit has the mitre won;

"Tla hieds by mesrit, Who dares srges by,

When thin Pope dics sle shail b prolate Hoes,"

[Note~If moy reader of Tur Lawcer knows of a eopy
of # The Domestic Midwife,” Lond., 12mo, 1795, by Mar.
garak Stephen, or Stavens, I should be plad to bave the
opportunity of buving or borrowing ib.  Addrees, 1, Upper
Wimpole-streat, W.]

{Ta bo romeludad.}

Jusz 15, 1872,



